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THE FAITH OF THE SUPPLIANT, THE LIMIT OF THE EXERCISE 
OF THE DIVINE POWER IN ANSWER TO PRAYER. 


The Anniversary Sermon preached hefore the American Baptist Missionary Union at 
Chicago, Ill., Tuesday Evening, May 28, 1867. By Rev. D. Read, LL. D., Presi- 
dent of Shurtleff College, Alton, Ill. 


“ But if thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us and help us. Jesus said unto him, if 
thou canst believe, all things are possible to him that believeth.”"—Mark ix. 22, 23. 


Crepu.irty and doubt are alike hostile in the religion of Christ. And yet to the 
one or the other of these extremes every age has tended, as if religious thought were 
subject to tidal forces. Before the Reformation, every thing which claimed a Divine 
origin was readily received, so that the age became preéminently superstitious. But 
after that epoch, through the wonderful quickening of thought which it developed, 
skepticism arose and culminated in the scoffing infidelity of Hume, Voltaire and Gib- 
bon, and in the tragic scenes of the Reign of Terror. But in these latter days, as if 
under the common inspiration of an enemy who knows that his time is short, both 
these tendencies have been developed, the one as ritualism, the other as the positive 
philosophy. Ritualism, by placing so many ceremonies and gewgaws between the 
soul and its God, and by restricting Deity himself to the use of these specific means, 
exhibits on its forehead the mark of the Beast; and the positive philosophy, by sub- 
stituting Nature for God, and law for the gospel, manifests the spirit of Antichrist ; and 
thus both extremes meet in their mutual antagonism to the Bible, and history repeats 
itself as Pilate and Herod are to-day made friends again. 

The Bible happily reveals a rational faith, equally removed from credulity and from 
doubt, — a faith in which the natural and the supernatural dwell in perfect harmony. 
In the person of Jesus Christ, nature and the God of nature are seen to be in immedi- 
ate contact. His body had its foundation in the dust and was subject to the laws of 
matter, and all the energies and laws of mind were present in his human soul; while 
in mysterious union with this soul dwelt all the fullness of the Godhead. 

In the life and works of Christ were disclosed the actual relations of the Eternal to 
time ; of the omnipotent Father to us, the feeble children of his love, and of the mer- 
ciful Redeemer to a lost world. 

Both by the precepts and the example of Jesus prayer is made our constant duty 
and our sweetest solace, and by his exceeding great and precious promises it is made 
the means of our greatest development as Christians, and of our greatest efficiency in 
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the work of faith and labor of love to which we are called. It is to be feared that too 
many Christians, when they pray to God for blessings, are saying to Him, as this man 
referred to in the text said to Christ, “ If thou canst do any thing, have compassion and 
help us.” 

We need therefore to know, if possible, what is the actual limit within which God will 
exercise his power in answer to prayer. 

I. That there is such a definite limit is rendered probable by the analogy of nature. 
All the manifestations of Divine power, wisdom, and goodness made to us in creation 
and providence are within definite limits. There is first the obvious limitation which 
arises from the relation between ourselves as thinking subjects, and God as the object 
of our knowledge. In the very act of creating us, the Almighty limited the revelations 
of his attributes to us, by the capacities of knowledge with which He endowed us. In. 
deed if the absolute and eternal God creates at all, it must be within the limits of time 
and space. 

And we also find that in his providences over sentient beings, God bestows his bless- 
ings within the limits of conformity to certain established orders of sequence. More- 
over, our necessary conceptions of God as a moral Governor compel us to believe that 
it will finally be well with the righteous and ill with the wicked, or, in other words, that 
He has made voluntary conformity to his holy will the limit of blessing to his account- 
able creatures. The prophetic power of conscience presupposes an invariable order 
of sequence between obedience and happiness, and disobedience and suffering. With- 
out such a method of procedure on God’s part, I do not see how moral government 
would be possible. 

Now therefore since we find that in creation, and in both his natural and his moral 
government, Gad has chosen to limit the exercise of his power, we may reasonably 
infer that in the kingdom of Christ He has fixed some definite and easily known limit, 
within which He bestows blessings in answer to prayer. 

II. In their endeavors to ascertain this limit, men have resorted to other sources than 
the Bible. 

1. There are not wanting those who, while professing to believe the Scriptures, tell 
us that the only blessings to be secured by prayer are its reflex influences upon those 
who offer it. Prayer, say they, does not bring God nearer to us, but lifts us up nearer 
.to Him; it does not change the order of nature, but changes us, and brings us into 
conformity to this order ; making us contented without what we cannot procure, and 
patient under the evils which cannot be removed. 

Now in this position we have a partial truth; but so put, as to constitute a very 
dangerous falsehood. The practical tendency of this rationalistic view is to restrain 
prayer altogether. And here, these philosophizing Christians, so called, are at one 
with all the various schools of modern infidels. These all scout the idea of prayer, as 
a sign of ignorance, a relic of superstition. They find no place for it in the unchangea- 
ble laws of nature. The positivism of Comte and of Buckle, the development theo- 
ries of the author of the “ Vestiges of Creation,” of Darwin, Draper, and Spencer, all 
would compliment God out of any immediate care and control of the universe. God 
is too great, they tell us, to listen to the prayers of a creature so insignificant as man. 

The universe is under the dominion of laws which are eternal and unchangeable, and 
as there is an eternal fitness in them, and as God in the beginning imposed them upon 
himself, He cannot now depart from them. These errors arise from a too exclusive 
study of matter. Man is estimated by the size and weight of his body. Order is made 
an idol, a very Juggernaut, rolling remorselessly on and crushing, in its victims, its only 
worshippers. But how absurd to exalt matter above mind, as if the power to know 
did not give an infinite superiority over that which can only be known, as if activity 
were not better than inertia, and life and joy better than insensibility and death. 
“ Man is a reed,” said Pascal, ‘“ but he is a reed that thinks.” This power of thought 
exalts him far above all the material creation. 
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But besides the power of thought, man has also the capacity to love and worship a 
Supreme Being. And as we must believe that He who formed the eye can see, and 
He who gave man understanding himself hath counsel and understanding, so do we 
believe that He who gave us hearts capable of loving him, has also himself a heart to 
love us. The original cannot be destitute of that which the image naturally possesses. 

God, then, is the Father of our spirits, and the physical universe is but the school- 
room of our childhood, where we are trained for our eternal manhoodin heaven. We 
may therefore reasonably expect that He will control the earth and the air, the winds 
and the waves, and all the elements with a view to our welfare and in response to our 
prayers. 

But we may best learn man’s true position in the universe from the cross of Christ. 
There we behold Him by whom and for whom all things were created, dying for man’s 
redemption, and in the light of the sacrificial fires of Golgotha we may see the great 
purpose of creation and providence —that the earth had been formed and its mountains 
moulded to furnish Calvary, that the forests had grown to afford the wood of the cross, 
that the human race had been perpetuated to supply the conditions of the incarnation 
and the subjects of redemption. 

“If then God spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall He 
not with him also freely give us all things ?” 

The cross unlocks all the treasures of earth as well as of heaven. 

2. And again, we pause a moment to remark that even Christians often seem to 
suppose that God is limited in bestowing his blessings in answer to prayer by their 
own personal unworthiness. None feel so deeply and keenly their unworthiness as 
true Christians. Indeed they feel not only unworthy of favors, but actually guilty and 
deserving of wrath ; and hence they do nét see how a just God can do otherwise than 
withhold his blessings, even if He do not inflict punishment upon them. These feelings 
cause them to refrain from asking or expecting large blessings of God. The returning 
prodigal will only ask and hope to be made as “a hired servant.” But the father received 
him and rejoiced over him as a son, and bestowed such favors upon him as were worthy 
of his own paternal heart and of his own ability to give. So when our Heavenly 
Father promised large blessings to ancient Israel, He said (Ezek. xxxvi. 22): “1 do 
this not for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for my holy name’s sake.’".| And when 
God sent his Son into the world, it was “ not to condemn the world, but that the world 
through him might be saved.” And when personally our souls were saved, it was 
because “ God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith He loved us when 
we were dead in sins, quickened us together with Christ, and raised us up together, and 
made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” Surely then, if while we 
were enemies and without our praying, God bestowed such infinite mercies upon us, 
we may well believe that now that we are reconciled, if we abide in Christ and his 
words abide in us, we may ask what we will and it shall be done for us. 

III. But laying aside all philosophy and all human theories and speculations, we 
turn to the word of God to ascertain what limit He has fixed to the exercise of his 
power in answer to prayer. 

This father, referred to in the text, seems to have had some doubt as to whether 
Christ could heal his son. In his prayer, there is the questioning of doubt mingled 
with the most intense desire. “ If thou canst do any thing, have compassion on us and 
help us.” 

But Christ suggested that the difficulty was not with himself. He was conscious of 
possessing infinite power. But the real limitation was the father’s unbelief. « If thou 
canst believe.” Here is the real difficulty, and the only one. “ All things are possible 
to him that believeth.” As if Christ had said, “1 will put forth my power to heal your 
son, just in proportion to your faith.” Here then Christ teaches that the faith of the 
suppliant is the real limit of the exercise of Divine power in answer to prayer. 
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Now, the father of this young man sees the case in a new light. He understands 
that the healing of his son depends upon himself. ‘The sense of responsibility is over- 
whelming, so that straightway he cries out with tears, “ Lord, I believe, help thou mine 
unbelief.” Soon, by the help of Christ, his faith is increased up to the extent of the 
blessing sought, and his son is healed. All this confirms, we think, the correctness of 
the construction we have put upon the text. Here we have found what our analogies 
led us to expect,—a fixed and easily known limit to the exercise of Divine power in 
answer to prayer; and we have also found that that limit is the faith of those who offer 
the prayer. 

1. The Scriptures abound in passages which in various ways repeat, confirm, and 
illustrate the doctrine of the text. In the 9th chapter of Matthew's Gospel it is recorded 
that “two blind men followed Jesus and cried, saying, Thou Son of David, have mercy 
on us. He said to them, Believe ye that I am able to do this? They say unto him, 
Yea, Lord. Then touched he their eyes, saying, According to your faith be it unto 
you.” Here it appears that Christ demanded a specific faith in his ability to do the 
very thing they had prayed for, before He would exercise his power; and then He 
said, “ According to your faith be it unto you.” In Matthew's account (Matt. xvii. 20) 
of the transaction referred to in the text, he tells us that Christ said to his disciples, 
“If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say to this mountain, Remove 
hence to yonder place, and it shall remove ; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.” 
In Mark xi. 24, Jesus says to his disciples, “ What things soever ye desire when ye 
pray, believe that ye receive them and ye shall have them.” 

2 And from the record of other cases it appears that Christ exerted his power accord- 
ing to the faith of those who prayed, without reference to the want of faith on the part 
of those who received the blessing. Such was the healing of the nobleman’s son. Such 
indeed was the healing of the young man referred to in the text. In both cases, it was 
by the faith of the parents who prayed that the sons were healed. 

3. And we cannot fail to notive that the doctrine of the text is illustrated by those 
instances in which persons touched Jesus and were thereby healed of their maladies; 
and so it is said, “ As many as touched him were made whole of whatsoever diseases 
they had.”’ This touching was recognized by Christ as an act of faith ; hence He said 
to the woman whose issue was healed, “ Thy faith hath saved thee.” 

Multitudes of people touched Him carelessly, as when they thronged Him, and 
multitudes touched Him maliciously and wickedly in his trial and crucifixion, and 
doubtless his blood even stained the hands of those who crowned Him with thorns and 
nailed Him to the tree; but such a touch brought no virtue out of Him. Such an appli- 
cation of his blood wrought no cleansing. 

4. The doctrine of the text is confirmed by the history of those cases in which Christ 
delayed the exertion of his power in answer to prayer, until He could develop faith in 
those who sought or needed his blessing. When He delayed and seemed even to deny 
the woman of Canaan the blessing she sought for her daughter, the evident design was 
to increase and manifest her faith. When this was done, He said, “ O woman, great 
is thy faith; be it unto thee even as thou wilt.” All the circumstances connected with 
the resurrection of Lazarus show that Christ was intent upon developing the faith of 
Mary and Martha before He granted their desire. Hence He said to Martha, “ Said 
I not unto thee that if thou wouldst believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God?” 

So also those instances in which Christ employed means which in themselves had, 
confessedly, no natural adaptation to secure the end sought, show that these means 
were employed solely to develop the faith of those who sought his blessing. The clay 
put upon the eyes of the blind man, was not so much for his eyes as for his faith. The 
word of command to the sea, bidding it be still, was not an instrument of power applied 
to the wind and the waves, but a means of awakening the faith of the disciples by an 
appeal to their senses. These and many other similar passages, which time does not 


4 
+ 


1868.) Prayer and Faith. 5 


allow us to consider, all show that the doctrine of the text was the law of Christ’s deal- 
ings with men; that the actual limit of the exercise of his power in answer to prayer 
was the faith of those who offered the prayer. Nor is there, as we can find, any intima- 
tion that Christ designed to confine his acting upon this principle to the apostles and 
those disciples who had the power of working miracles. The Apostle James, when he 
declares that “the effectual, fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth mach,” and 
then refers to Elijah’s praying for drought and for rain, evidently intended to convey 
to the dispersed and believing Jews to whom his epistle was addressed the impression 
that their prayers might avail as much as those of the prophet, if they had as much 
faith. 

In the record of the change of Jacob’s name to Israel, which signifies a warrior of 
God, or one that hath princely power from God, the Scriptures present us an everlast- 
ing memorial of the power of believing prayer in the picture of a night-long strife for 
mastery between man and his God, when the morning saw the flag of Divine Sovereign- 
ty lowered to human faith, And when the Scriptures further employ the word Israel 
to designate all Christians, is it not to suggest to them the eflicacy of the prayer of 
faith, as if the Spirit had said to every one of them, “ Thou too art a Prince of God, 
and mayest prevail in prayer as Jacob did?” 

Indeed the doctrine of faith runs through the whole Bible, as the universal condition 
of promises, the medium of peace and of salvation. Ancient Israel could not enter 
into Canaan because of their unbelief. Christ did not many mighty works among his 
own countrymen, because of their unbelief. The Jews, as branches, were broken off 
from the olive tree for unbelief, and the Gentiles were grafted in by faith. 

Thus, taking the whole tenor of the Scriptures, it seems no more certain that God 
has made prayer the antecedent to the bestowment of blessings, than that the measure 
of faith with which the prayer is offered is the appointed measure of blessings bestowed. 

Faith is here used in its most generic sense, as trust in God. It includes not only 
that specific faith in Christ by which we are justified, and that clearly defined faith 
which is “ the substance of things hoped for and the evidence of things not seen,” but 
also that vague, yet earnest desire which the Apostle Paul calls “a feeling after God,” 
which characterized the heathen. As all desire is of the nature of prayer, so also it is 
of the nature of faith, since we never desire what we regard impossible of attainment. 
The first conscious desire of blessing from God, is therefore itself a prayer, and faith 
underlies and prompts it. The deep feeling of want in the soul, the yearning of the 
heart for the love and home and blessedness of the Father of our spirits, the gnawing 
hunger of the prodigal, these are an “ effectual, fervent prayer,” and often this yearn- 
ing becomes an agony ; the groaning of the whole creation waiting for the redemption ; 
and this waiting in hope is but another name for faith. 

In the Christian’s heart, faith is consciously the condition and medium of his spiritual 
life. Hence Paul exclaimed, “I live; yet not I, Christ liveth in me; and the life 
which I now live, I live by the faith of the Son of God.” ‘This seems to imply that the 
opening of the heart to Christ, the conscious want which looks to him for righteous- 
ness, sanctification, and redemption, is faith; indeed that the root of faith consists in 
the soul’s receptivity of the Divine nature, and its blade in the conscious voluntary 
act of receiving Christ, and surrendering itself to him. The more transparent the 
gem, the more light does it transmit and reflect; so the more faith there is in a human 
soul, the more of the Divine nature dwells in and works through it, until at last, the 
whole life is no longer the life of self, but the life of Christ. Hence in the consciousness 
of such a life of faith, even a mortal man can say, “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengtheneth me ;” and his whole experience shall confirm the words of the text 
that “all things are possible to him that believeth.” 

With such a vital union between Christ and his people, they may well be considered 
one with him, they the body and He the head; so that the prayers of the church are 
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the prayers of Christ, and the prayers of Christ are the prayers of the church; and 
the faith of the one is the faith of the other. Wherein therefore the faith of the disci- 
ples is weak, Christ both increases it in the heart and supplies its deficiency as the 
condition of prevailing prayer, by his own perfect faith, which appeared when He said 
to his Father and our Father, “ I know that thou hearest me always.” And we are 
taught that Christ “ ever liveth at the right hand of God to make intercession for us.” 
This therefore pledges to us the constant, unceasing bestowment of blessings upon all 
who call on the name of the Lord. 

IV. It is a remarkable fact, that of late an unusual spirit of prayer has pervaded all 
the convocations of the people of God. Not only have days been set apart for prayer 
in connection with anniversaries and business meetings, but conventions for prayer 
alone have been held and largely attended. We think we see in this a movement in 
the right direction, evidently of God, and the promise of a more glorious day of grace 
than ever dawned before. As of old the Gentiles by their own wisdom knew not God, 
so it seems as if Christ had suffered many of those organizations calling themselves 
churches, since the apostolic period, to exhaust their own resources in vain endeavors 
to save the world. Accordingly they have sought at one time, to baptize persons into 
the kingdom of heaven; at another, to drive them in by fire and sword; at another, 
to educate them into it, and then to preach them in, and anon to sing them in, and yet 
again to allure them in by splendor and luxurious accommodations, and wealth and fash- 
ion, but all was to very little purpose. But now Christians are uniting to bring sinners to 
Christ by prayer and faith, and in the eagerness of a holy zeal are even breaking up 
the roofs of social and ecclesiastical fabrics, in order to lay them down at his feet. 
We may therefore confidently expect that Jesus, seeing the faith of his people, will say 
to each palsied soul so placed before him, “ Thy sins be forgiven thee.” If we can 
believe, all things are possible to us. 

Faith supplements human ignorance with Divine knowledge. Practically, it makes 
all God’s wisdom available for us, as if it were actually our own. If Pauland Silas had 
been omniscient, they would doubtless have planned their imprisonment at Philippi. 
If Judson had been infinitely wise, he could not have chosen a better field of labor than 
God chose for him. Committing himself wholly to God by faith, he was, contrary to 
his own plans, guided to Burmah, and he lived to see the wisdom of the Divine plan 
fully manifested. 

So also faith supplements human weakness with Jehovah’s omnipotence ; makes all 
his power available for us in finishing the work He has given us to do. When the 
faith of this father, spoken of in the text, was increased, his prayer was answered and 
the devil cast out of his son, as effectually as he could have done it if he himself had 
been almighty. When the disciples in the ship, in the midst of the storm, went to Jesus 
saying, “‘ Carest thou not that we perish ?”” — He lent his omnipotence to their faith, and 
the storm became a calm. So also after Christ’s ascension, when Peter was in prison, 
bound and sleeping between two soldiers, in answer to the prayers of the church, an 
angel was sent from heaven to bring him out, and restore him to his brethren and to 
his work. And in all the labors of the apostles and early churches, Christ honored 
every draft their faith made upon his wisdom and power, according to the promise 
made to them just before his ascension (Mark xvi. 17, 18): “ And these signs shall follow 
them that believe. In my name shall they cast out devils; they shall speak with new 
tongues ; they shall take up serpents, and if they drink any deadly thing, it shall not 
hurt them; they shall lay hands on the sick, and they shall recover.” 

But we may be asked, are we to expect miracles to be wrought now in answer to 
prayer? Our reply is, that under ordinary circumstances we are not to expect miracles. 
We suppose that the main design of miracles has been secured in the establishment of 
Christianity. But still we claim that both the word and the providences of God justify 
us in expecting even greater displays of Divine power in spreading the gospel in these 
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latter days, than were made in the first century. In the light of a true philosophy as 
well as of the Bible, we ought to see that all the phenomena of nature are directly the 
result of an immediate act of Divine power. It is surely time that we understood that 
God exercised just as much power this morning in causing the sun to rise, as when, 
by the faith of Isaiah he caused it to go ten degrees backward on the dial of Ahaz; 
that the increase of the bread-corn sown in the fields, the transmuting of earth, air, and 
water each season into food for the whole human race, is a greater exercise of power 
than the enlargement of the five loaves and two fishes into food for five thousand ; that 
the process in our bodies by which the dead flesh we ate yesterday has been vitalized, 
so that it is now sensitive and thrilling with happiness, is as truly the work of omnipo- 
tence as the raising of Lazarus from the dead. 

It is time that all men should reverently acknowledge that the plagues of our late 
rebellion,— the turning of the rivers into blood, the filling of the whole land with the 
vermin of those vices and passions which civil war engenders, the loathsome boils and 
blains which camps and hospitals produce, the rattling hail of grape and shell and solid 
shot, and the sulphurous fire of powder running along the ground and blasting the 
growing grain and fruits of the land, the devouring locusts of our taxes, eating up what 
the fire and hail had left, the thick darkness of our numerous defeats and long delay ot 
final victory, and, last of all and worst of all, the deaths of our first-born, from that of 
him who sat upon the throne to those of the captives in the prison pens, — it is high 
time that we confess that these plagues, by which the nation’s bondmen have been 
delivered from the power of their oppressors, were no less the work of Jehovah than 
the plagues by which ancient Israel was set free ; and likewise, that all this was done 
because the cry of the oppressed came up before God, and He came down to answer 
their prayer and honor their faith. All these and similar providences are as much and 
as directly the work of the Almighty as any Bible miracle. But we do not call them 
miracles, because some of them are common, and others are accomplished by the use 
of means. 

And in the doctrine that God directly controls all nature in the interests of Christ’s 
churches, and in such a way as to answer their prayers, there is nothing inconsistent 
with the regularity and uniformity of the laws of nature. All the phenomena of nature 
and the facts of providence may have been arranged in the foresight of the offering 
of the prayers of God’s people, and for the purpose of answering those prayers, — just 
as a prudent father will arrange his business and provide means with reference to the 
demands which his children may make upon him in their education and settlement. 
Hence, without any apparent variation in the course of nature and providence, there 
may yet be a direct answer to prayer. And while reason thus says there may be 
answer to prayer, faith says, there is answer, and the experience of many of God’s 
people confirms the voice of faith. 

And the Scriptures fully warrant us in expecting even greater manifestations of 
Divine power in answer to prayer than that put forth in the miracles of our Saviour. 
Christ explicitly assured his disciples that they should do greater works than He had 
done, because he was going to the Father. These greater works must be the conver- 
sion of sinners, which they were to secure by the power of the Holy Spirit. To this, 
the miracles stood related as means to an end; and hence it is reasonable to expect 
that greater power would be put forth in accomplishing this, than had been employed 
in framing the instruments for it. Now therefore when the humble Christian laborer 
saves a soul from death, he does a greater work than the Master did when he merely 
healed the sick and opened the eyes of the blind; a greater work than Peter did, when 
he healed the lame man at the Beautiful Gate of the Temple. True, as the apostle said, 
it is not by our own power but by the name of Jesus of Nazareth that this is done. 
But the power is exerted through the believer's agency and in answer to his prayer, 
and is most certainly the greatest exertion of Divine power ever put forth on the earth. 
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To still the raging passions of a proud and fiery spirit is a greater work than to still the 
storm on Galilee; to satisfy a soul that hungers after righteousness, greater than to 
feed five thousand Jews with bread ; to deliver a human heart from the bondage of sin 
and evil habits, greater than to cast out seven devils from the Magdalen; and to 
quicken into life and holiness a soul which has been dead in sin for forty years, 
greater and better than to raise Lazarus from the grave where he had lain four days. 

Who does not know that the human soul is invincible by any power less than omnip- 
otent? The spirit of man, made in the image of God, yet retains something of the 
nature of that eternal Father; and, alas, sometimes proudly defies the Almighty. The 
world is man’s dominion ; all its elements are his servants, and he mocks at time and 
change and death, for he is immortal. Look at Napoleon. The snow and cold of 
Russia rob him of his army, but not of his ambition nor his purpose. The combined 
armies of Europe make his small body a prisoner on St. Helena; but his spirit is 
unbroken, unconfined; and when dying, he gives command to his veteran legions to 
rush to battle, —thus showing his ruling passion strong in death. Saul of Tarsus; 
proud, ambitious, and impetuous, going forth to persecute the disciples of Jesus and 
breathing out threatenings and slaughter against them, is met in the way by Jesus whom 
he persecuted and changed into the humble and zealous apostle, who thenceforward 
counted not his life dear unto him that he might finish his course with joy. 

When therefore, as in this case, God humbles and regenerates a sinner, He puts forth 
the greatness of his strength. Hence, if God hears our prayers for the conversion of 
souls, we may reasonably expect He will hear us for objects which demand less power 
for their bestowment. If He gives us souls in answer to prayer, will He not also give 
us all things needful to lead them to Christ, — men and money and ships, and efficient 
organizations, and energy and zeal and faith to support and vivify all ? 

But we should not fail to notice that the Scriptures warrant us in expecting to obtain 
by prayer not only those blessings which are specifically promised, and those which we 
very much need, but also those which we may desire. “ If ye abide in me,” said Jesus, 
“and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you.” The simple wish of an obedient child is a sufficient reason for God to bestow 
his blessings. An earthly father is pleased with even the extravagant confidence of 
his child, and, if possible, will grant the request made in this confidence, in order 
not to diminish the child’s faith. So it seems to me, the great Father of our spirits 
delights to have his children ask and expect great things of him; and hence He tells 
us that “ He is able to do exceeding abundantly, above all that we can ask or think.” 
For such reasons, and upon such statements of the word of God, I must believe that 
when Christians have exhausted all available means to secure the prosperity of the 
kingdom of God, and their own prosperity as the servants of Christ, or in cases where 
the blessing sought is naturally beyond the reach of human effort, they may confi- 
dently expect that in answer to the prayer of faith, God will transcend his ordinary 
methods, and bestow without means the bléssings they seek. So also, I am inclined 
to think that where Christians are ignorant of the means by which ordinarily the bless- 
ings they desire are secured, and they pray in faith for those blessings, God will 
depart from his common methods and dispense with the means, rather than deny his 
people their requests or disappoint their faith. Call such cases miracles or by any 
other name ; they are, I think, clearly comprehended in the promises of God, and they 
are numerous and well attested in our own times. 

The history of our own missions abounds in instances illustrating these views. As 
showing how, when all human means and resources have been exhausted, God bestows 
the blessing sought in answer to prayer, we take a passage from the Memoir of Judson. 
The occurrence was just after the release of Mr. Judson from the prison at Oung-pen-la. 
He was again arrested by Burman officers, who hurried him off to prison, with the 
intention, as was reported to his wife, of sending him again to Oung-pen-la. When the 
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news of this was brought to Mrs. Judson, she was just beginning to recover from a fever 
which had threatened her life, For two years she had done all that skill, and energy, 
and love, and Christian heroism could do, to induce the savage Burmans to spare the 
life of her husband, and allow her to minister to his wants while sick and in prison. 

But now she could do nothing. The rest of the story she shall tell. She says: “If I 
ever felt the value and efficacy of prayer, I did at this time. I could not rise from my 
couch. I could only plead with that great and powerful Being who has said, * Call upon 
me in the day of trouble, and I will hear, and thou shalt glorify me,’ and who made me 
at this time feel so powerfully this promise, that I became composed, feeling assured 
that my prayers would be answered.” And this assurance was not disappointed ; the 
prayer was answered. The Magazine for last month (April, 1867) furnishes a striking 
account of the answer of prayer, offered for a blessing wholly beyond the reach of any 
human effort. Br. Knowlton gives the account. It was a season of alarming drought 
in China, and the heathen were making their usual offering to the Dragon. At Tung 
Chau, there were three Christians who agreed to fast and pray for rain. They accord- 
ingly went to the top of a hill and unitedly prayed for two or three hours, when they 
separated and each prayed by himself for the same time. Thus thay prayed and 
fasted for a day and a half, —when they went to their homes amid a copious rain. 
I can see no difference between this case and the answer to Elijah’s prayer for rain. 
The heathen Chinese were so impressed that they brought their offerings to the Christ- 
ians and said, “ Henceforth we will worship the God of heaven.” 

As instances of God’s doing for those who are ignorant of adequate means what 
He commonly does for the more intelligent by those means, we refer to the Magazine 
of October, 1865, March, 1866, and May, 1865. The first gives an account, by br. 
Van Meter, of prayer offered near Bassein, by a native preacher and a few recent 
converts, for a young woman who had long been afflicted with insanity, and of her im- 
mediate recovery, The second gives an account, by br. Albrecht, of a young woman 
in Germany who was blind, and was immediately restored to sight in answer to her own 
prayer. In the third, br. Bixby says that on one of his visits to the Shans among the 
mountains, he was called to see an aged woman, who was very sick and was thought 
to be dying, and upon being solicited to give her medicine he declined, on the ground 
that it could do her no good. Her Christian friends then begged him to pray for her. 
“ This,” says he, “took me by surprise, and I felt at once the uprisings of unbelief; but 
it seemed unreasonable for me to refuse, and so I opened my mouth and began to call 
upon God. To my surprise, there was an immediate change for the better ; and the day 
following there was every prospect of her recovery.” He adds, that in several instances 
that same people had called in their Christian teacher to pray for the sick, and that im- 
mediately the sufferers began to amend. He further adds that if the healing of the 
woman he himself prayed for, was in answer to prayer, it was not on account of his 
faith, “but on account of the faith of this simple, confiding people who put me to shame.” 
Then quoting from James v. 14, he says, “ Nothing could be more explicit and definite 
than this; and I can see no other reason for my want of faith, than that my inbreath- 
ing has been more from the unbelieving world than from the truth as it is in Jesus.” 
And is not this the great difficulty with too many Christians? The unbelieving world 
and its false philosophy have corrupted the simplicity of Christian faith. Surely that 
faith which just takes God at his word cannot be presumption. Nay, verily ; but that 
unbelief which reasons and hesitates, is sin and folly. “He that spared not his own 
Son, but delivered him up for us all, how shall He not with him also freely give us 
all things?” The cross justifies, as well as inspires, the largest faith. 

1. This subject suggests the best method of opposing the tendencies of our age 
towards a godless science and a godless formalism. By special answer to believing 
prayer, it is made manifest that God is a living God, who exerts a direct and immediate 
control over all things, having constant reference in that control to the prayers of his 
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people. Thus it is seen that the highest law in the universe is that of the love of a 
Father, blessing a trusting child — a law as constant in principle as the nature of God, 
but as variable in expression as the wants and wishes of all the trusting souls who call 
upon the name of the Lord. 

And when the churches whose creeds and worship are scriptural shall exhibit before 
the world the full power and blessedness of a life of faith on the Son of God, ritualism 
will be seen to be but rags of the folded napkin of the tomb, rather than the risen 
Saviour. 

2. Again, an increase of faith will be found the best means of developing the benev- 
olence of our churches. Let business men by prayer and faith come into closer union 
and sympathy with Christ, and they will be more benevolent. Let them but believe 
the words of Jesus, “ that it is more blessed to give than to receive,” and they will then 
be more eager to bestow, than they are now to acquire. And let them pray in faith 
for more money to give, and they will secure it; so that the more they give, the more 
they will have to give. And would not believing prayer do more than any thing else 
to secure the funds necessary for the work of our Missionary Union? Believing prayer 
would fill our empty treasury and keep it full; for it would not only enhance the 
efficacy of the means we rightly supply, but above all it would secure the advocacy of a 
Friend who is always successful in opening the hearts and hands of Christians. Pastor 
Harms in Hermansburg, Germany, has established and maintains several flourishing 
missions by the prayer of faith. In furtherance of his plans, near the beginning of his 
work, it seemed best to build a mission ship. But they had no money. * That was a 
time,” said he, “of great conflict, and I wrestled with God. I had knocked at men’s 
doors and found them shut; and yet the plan was manifestly good and for the glory of 
God. What was to be done? I prayed fervently to the Lord, laid the matter in his 
hands, and as I rose up from my knees at midnight, I said with a voice that almost startled 
me in the quiet room, ‘ Forward now in God’s name.’ From that moment there never 
came a doubt into my mind.” And from that moment his success began, though he asked 
money of no one but God. And what a great and glorious work has been wrought 
by George Miiller of Bristol, by faith and prayer! The details and extent of that 
‘work are too familiar to you to need any thing more than this allusion. To these men 
God is a living God, and prayer and faith realities, and the power of their prayers is 
manifest to the world in the achievements wrought through them. I know it is said, and 
I am sorry for it, that the repudiation of all ordinary means by these men is after all the 
most effectual and the real human instrumentality for securing the results which they 
ascribe directly to God. When these sagacious doubters themselves rely upon the re- 
pudiation of all ordinary means for the attainment of their ends, we shall believe in 
their honesty ; and when they succeed in this way, without faith in God, we shall be 
ready to admit that their explanation is correct. Meanwhile, for ourselves, we must 
believe that these men who, like Barnabas, are “ full of faith and the Holy Ghost,” are 
not only honest, but right, when they tell us that they ask of God and receive what they 
ask in faith. The difference between these men and ourselves seems like this, — they 
have fearlessly stepped out of the ship upon the billows, while we yet remain on board, 
longing to be with them and with the Master, yet afraid to step out and commit our- 
selves wholly to the power of Christ by faith. It might encourage us to reflect that if 
at any time our faith were to fail, and we should begin to sink, we have only to stretch 
out our hands in prayer, saying, “ Lord, save, or I perish,” and we should at once be 
lifted up by an Almighty arm. Christ is at hand in every emergency. 

The faith by which we prevail in prayer is at the same time the most radical and 
powerful spring of action. With all eminent saints, both in ancient and modern 
times, it has been a living power, a ruling passion. Under its mighty mastery they 
go forth as Abraham did, not knowing whither they go; but like him, heirs of every 
land in which they sojourn, “ Through faith” they have “ subdued kingdoms, wrought 
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righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, escaped the edge of the 
sword, out of weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the 
armies of the aliens.” ‘ And this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our 
faith.” This is the Divine record of the achievements of faith, and it both illustrates 
and justifies the literal construction of the text, that “all things are possible to him 
that believeth.” 

In all worldly enterprises men now exhibit such activity and energy as never was 
known before. No undertaking is too vast, no danger, no expense too great to be in- 
curred. By combination, energy, skill, and money, wonderful results have been achieved. 
Ask men the secret of all this, and they will answer, energy, work, knowledge, some- 
thing of man and of which man may glory. And this suggests a sufficient reason why 
a similar course and similar means will not succeed in the churches and in Christian 
enterprises, — God is a jealous God, and will not give his glory to another. In work 
for God, we cannot succeed by might, nor by power, but by his Spirit. The very foun- 
dation of all Christian enterprises must be faith in God. This must be their inspiration, 
their support, their reliance. There will be no lack of work, but it will be the work 
of faith ; for this is the most intensely active principle of the soul, the very root of all 
the Christian graces, the support and nourishment of the Christian life. This work 
of faith, inspired and sustained as it is by God, is independent alike of prosperity or 
adversity, of apparent success or seeming failure. It lifts the disciple of Jesus above 
the world, and puts him beyond the comprehension of worldly men; insomuch that 
they call him an enthusiast, ora madman. But he heeds not their censure nor their 
scorn. He endures as seeing Him who is invisible. He works, because God works 
through him, and he knows that as nothing is impossible with God, so all things are pos- 
sible to him that believeth. God grant that ours may be such a faith. 

I cannot close without suggesting that our relation to the heathen, whom we have 
undertaken to bring to Christ, is one which involves a fearfully solemn responsibility. 
Their souls are under the curse and bondage of sin, possessed by the devil who is even 
now redoubling his tyranny and torments, and we have said to Christ, as in prayer we 
presented them before him, “ If thou canst do any thing, have compassion and help us.” 
But He says to us, “ If thou canst believe, I will exert my power for their salvation in 
proportion to your faith.” Andis itso? Shall their sufferings continue for ages long- 
er, and multitudes more go down to hell and remain forever under the power of the 
devil, because of our unbelief ? Let us rather cry out with tears, “ Lord, we believe, 
help thou our unbelief,” — that so, upon the increase of our faith the power of Christ 
may be put forth to cast out Satan from the earth into the lake of fire and brimstone, 
where he shall be tormented day and night forever. 


LETTERS FROM THE MISSIONS. 


SIAM. ministry. I have since jumped to other 

branches of the same tree, but at length 

Chinese Hilssion of Bangkok. perched on the old bough, where I have 
made my nest till the Lord shall stir it up, 
‘ and send me either in a downward or an 
The Past and the Present. Bangkok, upward flight. It seems now a shorter 


Lerrer rrom Dr. DEAN. 


June 22, 1867.— My step is firmer, my 
mind is stronger, my food more nourishing, 
my sleep more refreshing, than when I last 
returned to this place, where, more than 
half of sixty years ago, I commenced my 


and easier passage from here to heaven, 
than over the wide ocean. 


Recovery and Recreation. Sabbath, 
July 14, 1867.—After being an invalid for 
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two or three days, I crept out this morning 
from my couch to the chapel, and heard a 
discourse from one of the assistants, on the 
text in 1 Cor. vii. 23—“Ye are bought with 
a price, be not ye the servants of men.” 
In the afternoon I joined the church in a 
conference and prayer-meeting, and then 
listened to my wife, reading that precious 
little book, “ Mary, the Handmaid of the 
Lord.” What a sweet morsel — I might 
say, feast — of Christian truth it contains. 
The language is so beautiful, and at the 
same time so far from the the beaten track 
of most writers as to give it freshness, and 
the thoughts, without eccentricity, have a 
just claim to originality, as that term is 
used, which is much as we mean when 
speaking of the new moon—the old one in 
a new form. Still we may, perhaps, credit 
ourselves with originality, when we think 
and say a thing which we never thought be- 
fore, though it may, unknown to us, have 
been said a thousand times by others. But 
that little book, by the author of the “Cotta 
Family,” will repay the reading by any 
man, woman, or child, and will furnish food 
for profitable thought, and a stimulus to 
high and holy aims. 


Radicals, Prefixes, and Affixes. As in 
the Chinese language, so in Christian mis- 
sions, the first important thing is to learn 
the radicals. In Chinese, the radical for 
Jaith is man. To man add word, and we 
have, a man of his word, that is, faith, or 
fidelity. The radical of missions is love ; to 
love add work, and you have working-love, 
that is, missions. 

Christians pretty well understand their 
radicals, for they have the root of the mat- 
ter in them; but too often they are like 
the school-boy, who thinks he knows a lan- 
guage when he has not learned the affixes. 
In either case the root is all-important ; 
still the adjunct is also necessary. 

Among the adjuncts of missions may be 
reckoned the expense of supporting the 
men before they can begin their work; 
and again, in supporting them after their 
work is done. To say nothing of the time 
and expense spent in study before they 
leave their native land, and the long 
months and large money for the voyage, — 
they must study at great expense for many 


years after reaching their field of labor, 
before they can begin to sow the seed or 
reap the ripened harvest. 

This may be called an indispensable pre- 
fix to missionary work. 

Again, there is an aflix to missions, quite 
as legitimate as the other. It is found in 
the support of those who have finished 
their service. This is not so well under- 
stood, nor so readily acknowledged, as the 
other. On this point the Master might say 
to the churches, “ I have many things to say 
unto you, but hitherto ye were not able to 
bear them ;” and perhaps it may be added, 
“ Neither yet now are ye able.” ‘To these 
worn-out men, who have received barely 
a support during their foreign service, 
many a one is ready to repeat the old 
dirge ; if not by the language of the lip, it 
is played out in looks, and in telling tones 
by the fingers, “ Poor old horse, let him 
die.” 

He may never have been one of the 
high fed and elaborately groomed fancy 
pair, whose glossy coat and graceful move- 
ments have been so pleasing to the taste 
of the interested admirers; but he has 
been a faithful burden-bearer over many 
a rugged mountain pass, and, ever true to 
the harness, has drawn many a heavy load 
over a rough and difficult way. Some- 
times short of feed, and panting for water, 
often foot-sore, wasted, and weary, still, 
toiling on till broken down! Then, of no 
further service, he is turned out to crop the 
grass by the way-side, or to pick the thistle 
top that grows by the hedge. His joints 
are stiffened, his limbs spavined, his lungs 
asthmatic, his eyes amaurotic; his hide 
bearing marks of the harness, and his hair 
whitened by protracted service. The sym- 
pathizing observer passes him with the re- 
mark, “ He is a poor broken-down fellow 
and incapable of further service, and of 
course I cannot be expected to provender 
his manger, and straw his stable, with no 
prospect of service in return,” and he also 
joins the dirge —“ Poor old horse, let him 
die!” 


Lerrer From Miss FIevpxr. 


The Transplanted Rose. Bangkok, June 
17, 1867. — I have just been transplanting 
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a rose-bush, and learning a lesson. The 
plant was a strong one, with some new 
branches starting out, and with a few buds 
and flowers. I knew that these must be 
cut off, if I would have the plant thrive 
in the new soil; but while I cut them, the 
rose-bush cried out to me, ‘‘ Oh why destroy 
these bright blossoms, my pride and glory, 
—that which I delight in possessing and 
others delight in beholding? > Why ruin 
these beautiful buds, that I have been so 
many long days and dark nights in prepar- 
ing, and which are now just approaching 
perfection? Why leave me maimed and 
wounded in a strange place?” And I 
answered, “ O my beloved, I do this that 
you may live, and grow fairer and much 
more luxuriant than before.” Just so we 
human creatures cry out under God’s 
praning hand, when our hopes are cut off. 
And if we listen, thus we may hear Him 
answer us, “ O my beloved, I do this only 
that your soul may live.” 


Letrer FrRoM Miss DEAN. 


Baptismal Scene. Bangkok, Aug. 3,1867. 
—I wish our Secretary had been here to 
attend upon all the services to-day. At nine 
o'clock we went up to Wat Ko by boat; 
met most of the church members at Bang- 
kok, together with the three from Lengkia- 
chiu, and two from Bangplasvi, besides 
a congregation varying from twenty-five to 
seventy, made up of passers-by, who 
stopped a little or a long time, as they were 
inclited. The address was rather longer 
than usual. At half past ten we came home, 
and at eleven had a meeting of inquiry 
in relation to some who wished to be bap- 
tized. Three men under thirty, Chek Iong, 
Chek Yai Ngwan, and Chek Hoi, were 
brought before the church, and after many 
questions put to them by the pastor and 
members, were admitted by vote as candi- 
dates for baptism. Then an old father — 
upwards of eighty — said he would like to 
be baptized. He has been an attendant 
upon the meetings for some time past. On 
examination he did not give satisfaction on 
some doctrinal points, but on the question 
of belief in Jesus he was clear. When 


asked if he would wait until next commun- 
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ion, he expressed his willingness, but said 
he might not live so long; then the mem- 
bers voted that he, too, should be received 
into the church after baptism. This meet- 
ing occupied two hours. The preparations — 
for baptism were soon made, and the mem- 
bers present — twenty in .all— together 
with our own family, followed the pastor 
and candidates to the river. A bap- 
tism is always a beautiful scene ; but there 
seems to be a peculiar charm about it in a 
heathen land, when the candidate has 
broken away from the superstition and 
idolatry that surrounds him. 

After baptism the Chinese went to their 
tiffin (at the teacher’s room on the com- 
pound), and we to ours. 

At two o’clock we met again for the com- 
munion. Previous to partaking of the sa- 
crament, the four newly baptized received 
the hand of fellowship; then each of the 
members told in few words his experience 
the past two months, or since the last com- 
munion. After supper the usual collection 
was taken, amounting to 6 ticals, 1 salvang, 
1 fuang, or nearly four dollars. Before 
leaving, the Chinese, as is their custom 
after such a season, came every one and 
shook hands with us, 


Visit to Petchaburi. Last week I re- 
turned from Petchaburi, where I had spent 
amonth. Petchaburi is a beautiful place, 
about forty-eight hours’ row from Bangkok. 
With its caves and mountains it presents 
such a contrast to our level city, that we 
are even willing to endure the necessary 
nausea for an hour or two while crossing 
an arm of the gulf, that we may enjoy its 
attractions. 

Aside from walking up the mountain 
(500 feet high) on which is the king’s 
country palace, driving around it over 
varieties of roads, and exploring the un- 
told beauties of the caves, I enjoyed going 
out among the people, which I did every 
morning for two hours or more when I 
was able. Miss Fielde went different ways, 
so that each should have opportunity to 
say all she knew. I found a woman who, 
one day, was apparently anxious to know 
“what she should do to be saved;” but 
the next day, and that the Sabbath, she 
was too much occupied with business to 
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listen attentively. Her attention the first 
day might have been out of curiosity to 
hear and see a foreigner. Other women 
received me courteously, and listened while 
I read to them of the woman of Samaria, 
and other incidents in the life of Christ; 
but on asking them if they would be Jesus’ 
disciples, they said very decidedly, “ No!” 
they “were Chinese.” If they embraced 
our religion their people would laugh at 
them —the doctrine of their forefathers 
was good enough for them. Men, too, I 
met, old and young; most of them wel- 
comed me to their houses, but oh, how dark 
and narrow are their minds ! 


CHINA. 
Ningpo Mission. 
Lerrer From Mr. Know 


Baptism — Encouraging Advancement. 
Ningpo, July 10, 1867. — At the last com- 
munion at Ningpo, the first Sabbath in this 
month, one person was baptized; and on 
the following Sabbath three candidates 
were baptized at Jih-z-kong. Several are 
inquiring in that section at the present 
time, and the members, as a general rule, 
appear well. 

A RKomanist came to me a few days since, 
stating that many of the members of the 
Roman Catholic church at Ningpo, of 
which he was a member, and his family for 
three generations had been members, were 
disaffected, and several wished to come 
and join the Protestants. Whether they 
are sincere in their professions and will at- 
tend the services, remains to be seen. 

An interesting work seems to be going 
on in the vicinity of Hangchau, where 
there is a Chusan colony, many of whom 
had heard the gospel in Chusan. It began 
by the voluntary labors of a young man 
whom I had under instruction some three 
or four years, and who was employed for a 
time as a preacher, but was dismissed for 
gambling. He now appears truly to have 
repented, and has begun a work among the 
people from his native island. At br. 
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Kreyer’s request, I have sent a man to 
labor there for a time, and he gives a good 
report of the work there; eight are re- 
questing baptism, and he speaks well of 
the young licensed teacher who began the 
work. 


The Chinese Government and Tolera- 
tion. Last winter the English and Ameri- 
can missionaries of Ningpo and vicinity sent 
united and individual petitions through our 
consuls to our respective ministers, stating 
cases of opposition to our mission work, 
both by officials and people, and asking 
that such instructions should be given by 
the government to the officials of this pro- 
vince as would secure the full toleration al- 
lowed by the treaties. Answers have been 
received. The despatch of the American 
Minister, Hon. Mr. Burlingame, states that 
the Kinghwa case has been laid before the 
Foreign Office, a board of high Chinese 
officials, and that he believes “ that these 
provincial authorities will be admonished 
by their superiors, and a repetition of con- 
tumelious denunciations checked.” I learn 
from Kinghwa that the officials there have 
already been “ admonished by their supe- 
riors,” and they are strictly forbidden to 
treat missionaries or Christianity disre- 
spectfully. I have a copy of the Chinese 
despatch containing the above admonition 
and instruction. Moreover, the Ningpo 
Intendant of Circuit, the highest official 
here, in accordance with instructions from 
his superiors, has issued a proclamation, 
setting forth the articles relating to the pro- 
pagation of Christianity, going into the in- 
terior with passports, renting houses, &c., 
as contained in the American, English, 
French, and Russian treaties, and requir- 
ing by authority of the Emperor, their 
strict observance. He has handed ten 
copies to the English Consul, to be posted 
wherever there are English missionaries 
laboring in this province, and the procla- 
mation states that it is to be posted in all the 
principal cities of the province, for the in- 
formation of officers and people. Thus it 
is plain that the Chinese Government is 
determined to grant full toleration to 
Christianity in the interior as well as on 
the coast. God be praised. 
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BURMAH. 
Rangoon Mlssfon. 


Lerrer FROM Mr. Rose. 


Demand for Tracts — Effect of Preach- 
ing. Rangoon, July 29, 1867. — The first 
of June I commenced almost daily visits 
to the large town of Kemendine. For 
four weeks I averaged four days a week, — 
some days alone, and some days a native 
assistant accompanied me. We always 
find people to listen, and I may say, peo- 
ple to dispute and prevent people from list- 
ening. The demand for tracts seems to 
be about as great as ever. If one in ten 
is read, and one in a hundred should lead a 
soul to Christ, it would be a good work 
with glorious results. The leading men 
of Kemendine have, many of them, heard 
much, and read our books, and the effect 
is noticeable. They are very cautious 


about upholding their own religion by ar- 
gument, but freely attack or raise objec- 
tions against Christianity. From the ex- 
istence of evil and suffering in the world, 
they prove to their apparent satisfaction, 


that the God who made and governs the 
world (if indeed there be such a being), 
cannot be infinitely benevolent and good, 
or else He is not infinite in power and wis- 
dom, Having disproved the existence of 
such a God as we preach, they revel in 
the vague belief that there is no God at 
all. This thought of no God, seems pref- 
erable, to the corrupt heart of man, to that 
of the true and glorious God of the Bible. 


Burman Ideas of God. Ihave never 
been able to learn that any Burman, even 
the most thoughtful, feels his mind op- 
pressed or bewildered by their professed 
belief that there is now no God. I have 
attempted, at times, to express tothem how 
distressing and gloomy such a conviction 
must be. “ But oh, there is the law!” they 
will exclaim. The law is before and 
above all things. It may be said to be 
“ God Maker,” in the mind of a Burman. 
By it, or in accordance with its inevitable 
force and unfailing operations, innumera- 
ble gods, “more than the sands of the 
Ganges,” have come into existence, and 
like huge bonfires or blazing meteors in 


the darkness of night, have for a moment 
astonished and dazzled the children of 
men, and then plunged into utter nothing- 
ness ! 

All the truth, or knowledge of the truth, 
now in the world — all the moral light, all 
the aspirations for good in the hearts of 
men, are but the accumulated results of 
these brief and far-between illuminations, 
occurring once only in millions of ages. 

A few days ago at a feast, a leading 
man at Kemendine denied before a large 
crowd of people that they, the Burmans, 
worshipped idols. I called on the whole 
company as witnesses to the fact that they 
did: some said, “ Yes, yes,” others, “ No, 
no.” He then said it was a shame to say 
so, and a shame to worship dumb things, 
and none but fools did so. 


The Route into Western China. Dr. 
Williams, who has lived at Mandelay as 
government agent for some time, and has 
taken pains to inquire of the natives about 
the best way into Western China, has just 
published a pamphlet on the subject. His 
conclusion is that the easiest, if not the 
only practicable route is via Bamo, Santa, 
and Tali, to the city of Yunnan. For two 
or three years, I have conversed with 
many Shans about the road into China, and 
I had come to the opinion of Dr. Williams, 
before knowing that he was thinking and 
making inquiry on the subject. The 
Irrawadi may be regarded as navigable by 
river steamers, to Bohmo (Bamo). “ From 
Bamo, thirty miles over a level plain 
bring you to the Ka Khyen Hills. That 
a road across the thirty or forty miles of Ka 
Khyen Hills to the plains of Yunnan can be 
constructed is certain, and that this road 
could be ultimately replaced by a railway is 
more than probable,” writes Dr. W. Again 
Dr. W. says, ‘‘ From Yunnan city there is 
a regular trade route and high-road through 
Tali and Yunchau to Momien, and thence 
through Sauda, Mowun, or Maingmo, 
Bamo, or a point just below it, on 
the Irrawadi. Between either Sauda, 
Mowun, or Maingmo, and the valley of the 
Irrawadi, is about thirty miles of mountain- 
ous country inhabited by Ka Khyens.” 
These wild people are quite numerous, and 
divided into many clans, each with its 
chief, independent of the others; they are 
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savage, well-armed, and ready for fight. 
They command the route into Yunnan. 
But they may be easily influenced and 
made friends to commerce and civilization. 
No European has, so far as I know, gone 
into Yunnan from Bamo; but for the war 
there, Williams would have attempted it; 
but the war is now closed, and a Mussul- 
man king reigns at Tali. 


Toungoo fAissfon. 
Lerrer From Mr. Cross. 


Journal of a Native Teacher. Journal 
of Talaeman, one of the teachers employed 
to travel among the Bghais. 

“ Blessings, mercy, and truth be with all 
who love our Lord Jesus Christ. 

I, a Bghai, who am forty-seven years of 
age, have a word to speak to you all. I 
will make known to you what has taken 
place among the Christians in Toungoo. 
The first is in regard to my brother-teach- 
er, Shapau. In 1863 he fell into errors ; 
now, in May, 1867, God has restored him 
to his work and his place, and we have 
made this journey together among the dis- 
ciples, and the number of the disciples has 
‘increased 123. Let all Christians rejoice 
with me.’ 

May 21, 1867.— With Shapau visited 
village Thabakee (Bghai). Baptized by 
Shapau eight, all males. ‘These, added to 
the former members, increase the church 
to 52. ‘The church gave five Rs., and or- 
dered it to pay for the wine of communion 
and to help us on our way. 


23. — Visited village Kaulaukeh. Bap- ~ 


tized by Shapau nine males, and twelve 
females, increasing the church to 66 mem- 
bers. The church gave five Rs. to help 
us on our way, and for the wine of com- 
munion. 

26.— Visited Kaumeeko. Baptized by 
Shapau ten males and nine females, which 
increase the church to 62 members. Church 
gave Rs. five. 

28.— Visited Theeyahyau. Baptized 
by Shapau seven males and seven females, 
which increase the church to 63. Church 
gave Rs. 2$ to help us on our way and for 
the wine of communion. 
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29.—Visited Nawpghalakeh. Baptized 
by Shapau six males and two females, 
which increase the church to 64. Church 
gave Rs. 2} for the wine of communion 
and to help us on our way. 

30 to June 2.— At Lakehdeh. Bap. 
tized by Shapau ten, three males and seven 
females, which increase the church to 56 
members. 

June 2.— We arrived at Layday. Bap- 
tized by Shapau 14, six females and eight 
males, which increase the church to 19. 
The church gave Rs. 2-6 for the wine of 
communion and to help us on our way. 

5. — Arrived at Ma Pghae keh. Bap- 
tized by Shapau nine, six females and three 
males, which increase the church to 41 
members, 

7.— We reached Chleshaiku, where 
there is a church of 35 members. They 
have no preacher. They put down Rs. 
1-6 to help us on our way. There were 
baptized at this place 23, twelve males 
and eleven females, which increase the 
church to 35 members. 

10. — Arrived at Seetheepau. The 
people received us gladly. Ten had put 
down their names to ask for baptism, and 
the church numbered twelve members. I 
preached from Luke xvii. 16-23, and 
exhorted the people, and after the people 
had made confession I dismissed the as- 
sembly. Of the ten applicants for baptism, 
two were judged fit and were received, 
and the next morning they were baptized 
by Shapau. 

On this journey, 126 have been newly 
added to the disciples.” 


Explanatory Note. I must remark in 
explanation of the fact that such a num- 
ber should have been baptized in so short 
a time, that it does not show that so many 
were converted and baptized in this way. 
On the contrary, these preachers found 
that the names of candidates for baptism 
were put down for examination by the or- 
dained minister on his arrival. In the 
last mentioned case, only two out of ten 
were received. I found by inquiry of the 
author of this record, that many who ap- 
plied for baptism were not received. They 
visited ten churches, and 126 were bap- 
tized. This shows something of the re- 
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covery of our strength and spirit. There 
are very encouraging things among the 
Pakus, as well as among the Bghais. 
These Bghais have maintained so much of 
their integrity, that they would not ask 
for baptism at the hands of those whom 
they thought in error, and waited till they 
could follow the truth. 


Lerrer rrom Mr. BuNKER. 


The School at Toungoo. Toungoo, Aug. 
26, 1867. — ‘The shower ‘has come and it is 
a little cooler, and I improve the time and 
strength to give a few items of our pros- 
perity. A little more than a week ago 
we closed the first term of our school. I 
think it has been a very successful term of 
work. God has been good and merciful in 
his dealing with us. We have not suffered 
much from sickness, — neither the teachers 
nor the taught. 

Now the second term isunder way. The 
first term we numbered about 100. Now 
we have some thirty-five or forty, which is 
quite as many as we can support, even if 
we are able to support them through. Many 
of our boys are bright fellows, and give 
good signs of future usefuluess. My class 
in arithmetic went through the usual rules 
as far as proportion, and reviewed it. Mrs. 
Bunker’s class of girls, four in all, have 
made very rapid advancement; beginning 
at reading, they (three of them) have ad- 
vanced to fractions, apparently with a 
thorough understanding of their work. 
One of them was a wild girl when she 
came in, and it was with great difficulty 
that we could teach her to read and 
write numbers; but when the light got in- 
side and her soul got the purpose, what a 
change! She frequently has studied seven 
hours a day, and returned only, as she said, 
to “cook rice.” I have been greatly 
pleased with their advancement. Now 
three remain, whom we are trying to initi- 
ate into the mysteries of fractions. 


Need of Provision for Education of Fe- 
males. These facts have started a train 
of thinking. What are we going to do 
for the four thousand Christian women 
of Toungoo? Where are these preachers 
going to get wives, who shall be a help 
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rather than a destruction to them? The 
women of Toungoo have as yet received 
but little true education, and of course 
this is felt, severely felt. It is becoming 
more and more an evil, because their in- 
fluence tells upon their children. 

At the rate of increase of the last year, 
next year we ought to have a hundred and 
fifty if we can support them, and I think we 
shall have them. They nearly all, too, 
have the ministry in view, at least it is so 
with the older boys. But few look to secu- 
lar employments. Well, this is only an in- 
dication of our line of thinking. Some- 
thing ought to be done for the women. 


Brightening Prospects of the Mission. 
Everything is wearing a brighter prospect. 
The wheels of the mission move with less 
grumbling. The prospect among the bor- 
der people is brightening greatly, and there 
are now more calls for teachers than can be 
filled. The way seems to be opening to the 
Red Karen country, and I hope we shall 
be able to reach it soon. I believe there 
is yet a glorious future for the Toungoo 
Mission, perhaps a brightness of the sun 
to answer to the dark night now passing 
away. May God grantit. We are great- 
ly blessed in having our health spared to 
us, and we feel obligated to earnest work 
on this account. I am able now to write 
and read and talk with some ease in the 
Karen, and have begun the study of the 
Bghai dialect, which I hope to be able to 
use in a short time. It is very much like 
the Sgau in its idioms, so that the getting of 
it consists chiefly in committing to memory 
new terms, and a different pronunciation 
of old terms. I have been examining the 
Red Karen dialect somewhat, but cannot 
speak of it. I have, however, several hun- 
dred words, perhaps a thousand, collected 
from one source and another. 

We were greatly rejoiced at hearing of 
the good spirit which prevailed at the 
meetings in Chicago, and greatly impressed 
with the great and glorious work of the 
Home Mission Society. What a future for 
America, if Christians are alive to the 
emergency and do their duty! It will be 
a millennium for America, even if the rest 
of the world does not share in it. But such 
a flow of activity cannot stop. It will find 
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a place for work somewhere; and we, I 
hope, shall feel its influences in this dark 
wilderness. 

One of our preachers has just made a 
long and successful journey among the 
various tribes, and has a very interesting 
account of his travels. 


—— 
Bassein MAlssfon. 


Lerrer rrom Mr. VAN METER. 


Articles used in Jungle Travelling. 
Under date of July 10, I gave some ac- 
count of jungle labor during the past sea- 
son, the number of miles travelled, the free- 
will service of Karens, xc. I now wish to 
continue the subject, and give a few par- 
ticulars as to the mode of travel, and the 
articles required on the journeys. 

The labor which, in the present state of 
our missions in Burmah, seems most called 
for, 1 prefer above all others. I can at 
length talk with a good degree of freedom 
to Karens, and am so familiar with their 
habits and mode of life, that I can make 
myself at home anywhere among them, 
whether they be Christian or heathen. 

There are many inconveniences and dis- 
comforts, and some things shocking to weak 
nerves; but long acquaintance has made 
such things comparatively harmless, al- 
though none the less repulsive, perhaps, 
than at the first. 

On reaching a village, my first call is 
for a jar of water for drinking, and if pos- 
sible, for one drawn on the day previous. 
This done, the next object of search is a 
seat ora table. In many of our Christian 
villages, there is now to be found a chair 
or stool and table for the chapel. These 
are often a rude home-manufacture, it is 
true, but better than none. In other 
places, a plank or board of some kind is 
found, generally rough and dirty ; for, no 
matter to what purpose any article has 
been put ina Karen house, itis seldom clean. 
Cleanliness, although occasionally regard- 
‘ed by Karens as a luxury, has not with 
them, at least, become a necessity. An old 
eart-wheel, without the hub, placed on the 
upper half of a rice-mill, is an extra in the 
line of jungle furniture, occasionally to be 
met with.! 

1 A rice basket, or better, two or three that fit 
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How to provide the most convenient and 
lightest jungle kit, has been my study for 
years. And I think that now, at length, | 
have brought it down to the smallest in size 
and number of articles. ‘The whole can be 
carried by two stout boys as far and as fast 
as I generally wish to go. And at times, 
when not going far or for many days, may 
be still further reduced, so as to be carried 
even by one. 

The full outfit is made up in four par. 
cels. These are, a plain pine box, 12 by 
19, and nine inches deep; a basket, a roll 
of bedding, and a canvas bag. Any two 
of these, suspended on a pole or bamboo, 
can be carried easily by one man. The 
box contains books, medicines, stationery, 
articles for toilet, &c. It also serves fre- 
quently for a seat or table, and for the lat- 
ter use, is best when placed on a basket or 
high wooden platter, — articles found al- 
most everywhere. 

The basket contains cooking-utensils, 
dishes, bottles for oil and wine, vegetables, 
&e. The bag is a kind of * omnibus ” for 
any small parcels of books, &c., but is in- 
tended chiefly for clothing. A small “ pain- 
killer” box just fits into the mouth of this 
bag; but it is not a small part of the es- 
tablishment, for it contains cups, saucers, 
knives, forks, spoons, sugar, salt, or other 
condiments, in small tin boxes or canisters, 

When going in the boat to a village at 
or near the landing place, a chair, an ex- 
tra basket or box, or even a camp table 
can be taken; but these are cumbersome in 
a small boat, and I seldom take more than 


the chair. 


HAission to Hrance, 


JOURNAL ov Mr. CreTIN. 


Welcomes and Labors. Denain, March 
23. — I came to Bruay, where I had meet- 
ings of from twenty to forty persons only, 
because it was rainy. There is a work to 
be done there, but a laborer is needed to 
exercise a constant influence. The day 
following I passed through Noeux, where 
there are some families disposed to listen 
to the gospel. I then came to Bully 
Grenay, the residence of Mr. F——, for- 
merly in the service of the Union ; he still 


into each other, is the most common seat, and at 
times must answer for table also. 
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labors to some extent. He promises to en- 
deavor to do good to the families around 
him, and who listen to him. I have seen 
several who hear me with attention and 
pleasure. Then I came to Vermelle, to a 
miner, who collected his friends together, 
and I had a good meeting. They invite me 
to come again, and to visit Madame R—— 
at La Bassee, a member of our church. 
The next day I came to Sens, to a brother 
who isa miner. He had not seen a Bap- 
tist pastor for years. Here I met several 
friends who heard me with joy, and invited 
me to come and see them again. If I had 
time, I might make many visits in Pas de 
Calais. ‘The miners of Bruay assess them- 
selves to pay our travelling expenses. 


Preaching to the Rulers. April 10.— 
The Board of Benevolence of Valenci- 
ennes refused us admission into the Hotel 
Dieu, where we formerly visited the sick. 
1 went with Mr. Vincent to the Board, 
and was well received. But difficulties 
were proposed ; it was pretended that the 
national pastor said that we had no right, 
and that he alone ought to have admission 
to the hospice. The Board seemed to 
comprehend our claims; but though he 
was informed of them, he still refused. We 
exchanged several letters, and I was called 
before the Board, where I had a serious 
struggle with the president, who appeared 
so much the more displeased that I had re- 
futed his accusations. ‘The Board, having 
conferred together, lowered their tone, de- 
manding only a certificate from the mayor 
of Denain. I told them I would bring 
them a certificate out of courtesy, though 
I maintained that it was unnecessary. I 
returned eight days afterwards, and took 
occasion to offer to all the members of the 
Board my own tracts and those of the Re- 
vival Society. The president was as genial 
as could be conceived; he made a speech 
showing that he knew how to distinguish 
rationalists from Protestant believers. He 
accepted our tracts, and only a single 
member refused them. The president re- 
marked that I was playing the propagan- 
dist among them, and advised his friend 
to accept the tracts. I defended in their 
presence the right of propagandism. We 
were then admitted into the hospice to 
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visit our sick friends. God dissipated their 
prejudices, and through our adversaries 
gave us an opportunity to proclaim the 
true evangelical doctrine to the magistrates 
of Valenciennes. 


Baptism — Encomiums. On the 21st, 
the passover-day, our meetings at Anzin 
were small. We were to have several 
baptisms, but many of our candidates were 
sick ; others did not arrive. We had but 
a single person to baptize, a widow of 
Preseau, who was converted,a long time 
ago. She has two children, and one hand 
is disabled, and as she was in debt to her 
brewer, she did not dare to close her shop. 
But her conscience spoke strongly and she 
feared the displeasure of God. Hence she 
concluded to walk by faith, and closed her 
shop, notwiths:anding the opposition of her 
creditor and her enemies, who called her 
foolish. ‘To hear them, one would think 
she must die of famine. We had the 
pleasure of preaching the gospel in this 
house, formerly the dwelling place of 
Satan. The church received Mrs. J \ 
and she was baptized. She was so happy 
in being able to confess her Saviour! ‘The 
next day we went to hold a meeting at 
Preseau. At night the old shop was full 
of people, who listened with attention. 
An intoxicated man only interrupted me, 
expressing his admiration of my words. 
He said aloud, **We never heard our 
priests speak so well. This man,” he 
said, * has come straight down from heav- 
en, to speak to us so well.” The daugh- 
ter of Mrs. D—— I think has given her 
heart to Jesus. They have persecuted 
her in vain. She remains steadfast and 
reads her New Testament and has put her 
novels aside. 

28. — I was called to officiate at the 
funeral of a child at Valenciennes. The 
day was rainy and few were present. 
I distributed fifty tracts at the cemetery. 

May 4. — I was called to attend the fu- 
neral of Mrs. B , at Trette. The nation- 
al pastor of Valenciennes had been invited 
to preside. This lady, whom I had long 
visited, died in faith, awaiting her depart- 
ure with joy. She had given direction 
that I should participate in the exercises 
at, her burial. The national pastor con- 
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ducted the services at the house, and I at 
the cemetery, where there were present 
three or four hundred persons, who listened 
with the greatest attention. We also dis- 
tributed from two to three hundred tracts. 
One man, after hearing me, said, “ 1 would 
not have failed of being at the funeral for 
twenty sous.” The nationalists themselves 
expressed their gratitude to me for the 
words which [ spoke at the grave. 

In May I hired a house to hold meetings 
in. It is better situated, but too small. 
We have taken it, however, until we are 
able to build another. 

Dialogue with a Curate. I have con- 
tinued to hold meetings at Orchies, where 
we have ordinarily thirty hearers. I ought 
to be able to go there oftener; several are 
anticipating baptism. Much good might be 
done in the vicinity, if the people could be 
visited. 

The new curate of Denain manifests 
much opposition to Protestants. He visits 
our most ignorant brethren for the purpose 
of shaking their faith. He has burned some 
of my tracts. He has made a personal at- 
tack on one of our sisters, telling her that 
he would bring her back to the Catholic 
faith. Recently he met her in the street, 
and gave her his hand, and said that he 
meant to visit her shortly, to enlighten her. 
I was at her house, when she exclaimed, 
“ There is the curate; he is coming to see 
me.” She invited him to come in and take 
a seat; but seeing me, he did not care to 
accept the invitation. After a few words 
of noconsequence, he said to Mrs. L—, 
“ You must come back within the pale of 
. the Romish church; you are an apostate.” 
I approached him and asked him “ What 
is an apostate?” Ina rude tone he re- 
plied,“ I shall not speak to you.” “ Well,” 
I replied, “ shall I tell you what an apostate 
is?” “I do not wish to speak to you.” 
+ You have attacked Mrs. L-— ; perhaps 
I in turn may attack you.” As I was ap- 
proaching him, he called out, Do not 
touch me. I do not wish to speak to you.” 
“Tam not the plague. You will not speak 
to me because you are convinced that you 
are in error,and that you cannot justify 
yourself before those who are able to judge 
of your faith.” People were gathering 
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around to listen to us, and he hastily took 
his departure. 

He boasted that he had burned my tracts, 
and that while I politely saluted him, he 
never saluted me. I was going to visit 
among the corons! of Orleans. When I 
discovered him on the road behind me, I 
slackened my pace, to see what he would 
do on coming up with me. He looked the 
other way, so as not tosalute me. He fol- 
lowed the road, and I took the right hand 
street. But I notived that directly he 
stopped, and again came on behind me. A 
second time I slackened my pace, till at 
length there was only the width of the street 
between us. I said to him, “ It is unpleasant 
weather, Mr. Curate.” He. gave me no 
answer. A moment afterwards he said to 
me,“ Are you going to keep the passover, 
confessing and receiving the sacrament?” 
I replied, * My passover is already accom- 
plished. Jesus Christ is our passover, and 
through faith in Him, we are passed from 
death unto life. We live under grace, and 
are free from the bondage of Satan. We live 
by Jesus Christ, who purges us daily and 
causes us to live in the liberty of the sons 
of God, Don’t you believe in Jesus Christ, 
Mr. Curate ?” He wasa long time without 
answering. Then he said to me, as he had 
done before, “ You must be converted.” 
“To whom, Mr. Curate?” “To God.” 
“ I was converted to God a long time ago. 
Do you pretend that I ought to be convert- 
ed to you,—to you, a poor sinner, who 
must appear with me before the Judge, 
guilty, and one of the chief of sinners, be- 
cause you conceal the truth from men, and 
instead of sending them to God, dare to 
stand in his place, teaching them to kneel 
at your feet?” He kept silence. I went on 
to say, “ You have reported that the min- 
ister from Lille had confessed.” “ That is 
not true.” “If it was not he, it was some- 
body else. I can show it to you in your 
own journals.” “ You said it was the min- 
ister of Lille, and that is false.” “* You told 
Mrs. D—— that I had declared to you 
that a person ought not to change his re- 
ligion ; that the Catholic religion is good. 
That is another falsehood, for you know 

1 Corons is the name of the miners’ huts. 


Orleans is the name of that part of the town of 
Denain where the corons are situated. 
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very well that you would never talk with 
me. You are a liar, therefore, and you 
belong to the father of lies.” We had now 
reached the corons, and he was very glad 
to get rid of my company. He did not 
answer me a word. 

On the 29th of May I came to Bruay, 
where I had good meetings. There are 
many wretched people here, but the reg- 
ular work has been given up. There is a 
great demand for our labors. 


Candidates for Baptism. June 9.— We 
have had a full meeting at Anzin, and five 
candidates for baptism. A poor widow of 
sixty-five years of age, belonging to Preseau, 
has sought for salvation in the Romish 
church more than forty years, but found 
nothing to depend upon beyond her own 
merits. This alarmed her. At the first 
meeting, she saw Jesus as her Saviour and 
accepted Him. She immediately exchang- 
ed the wooden cross to follow the Saviour, 
and nothing is able to turn her aside. She 
isa poor woman, not even knowing how to 
read. She is happy and cheerful, waiting 
for the coming of her Redeemer. 

Mrs. P. confesses that she persecut- 
ed her husband. She was not willing to 
hear him speak of the gospel, and boasted 
that she would never become a Protestant. 
Urged by her husband, she consented to 
be present during one half of a meeting, 
which made such an impression upon her 
that she promised to come again. She 
brought her children also, and though her 
husband is infirm and they are poor, she 
left her shop on the Sabbath. She desires 
baptism for the privilege of obeying her 
Lord. 

Mrs. L , also of Preseau, was a de- 
voted Catholic. She deemed herself safe. 
An uncle brought the gospel to her, but 
when she began to be interested in it, he 
turned her away from the truth. She went 
back to mass, saying, “ I can be saved just 
as well. I will believe only what I please.” 
She was brought back to our meetings by 
the pangs of’ her conscience, and compelled 
to give up the mass. She felt that she 


could no longer be present except as a 
miserable hypocrite, afraid to bear the cross, 
and that the Lord would be ashamed to 
have her on his side. 
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Mrs. L——, of Denain, also persecuted 
her husband, and insulted the Protestants 
and the pastors. She was ready to kill 
them in her rage. She carried her hus- 
band’s Bible to the curate that it might be 
burned if it wasa bad book. , The curate 
pronounced it a good book, which gave her 
confidence in it, and inclined her to listen. 
She was converted and desires to live for 
God, as she formerly lived for the world. 

Mrs. M——, of Denain, received a New 
Testament from her husband, who told her 
it was the best of books. She came to 
worship, and God gave her light. She had 
an unaccountable sickness while she was 
the victim of Romish superstition, and God 
healed her by faith. She found healing 
both for body and soul in the grace of God. 
She has desired for two years to receive 
baptism, and is most happy in the accom- 
plishment of her wishes. 

God has granted us rich blessings in 
these new members, who, we hope, will be 
a new subject of joy to the church and the 
children of God. 

May God bless and encourage us in his 
work. May He pour upon us his Spirit 
abundantly, that we may grow. 


Lerrer FRoM Mr. LEMAIRE. 


Prayer Answered. Cuise la Motte, 
July 25, 1867. — Since my last letter, May 
23, the Lord has permitted us to receive 
into the church by baptism three sisters. 
We have also had the pleasure of receiv- 
ing again into our little church three mem- 
bers whom we had had the pain of exclud- 
ing. 

Thus the day of Pentecost was a day 
of joy and happiness. Our sister, Mrs. 
D , had much to struggle against dur- 
ing the entire week preceding her baptism. 
Her husband was decidedly opposed to it ; 
but she knew how to pray, and at the last 
moment, on Saturday night, the Lord heard 
and granted her desire. Her husband not 
only ceased his opposition, but promised to 
accompany her. And accordingly they 
set out the next day, at three A. M., in 
order to take our brethren and sisters 
from St. Sauveur and to come together to 
Chelles. Mr. D was favorably im- 
pressed, and continues to be very serious. 
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Encouraging Labors. The next Satur- 
day I went to their house to hold a meet- 
ing in the evening. Notwithstanding the 
arduous labors of the field, thirty persons 
were present, to whom I had the privilege 
of proclaiming the good news till a late hour. 

Our dear sister, Mrs. D , brought with 
her last Sabbath to St. Sauveur a young 
woman who, I hope, is not far from the 
kingdom of God. When she parted from 
me on Sabbath evening, this woman said to 
me, “ Help me, help me by your prayers.” 

We had another blessed meeting at St. 
Sauveur last Sabbath. Nearly all our 
friends in the vicinity were present. The 
people from Chevriers, of whom I spoke in 
my last, were also there, and brought with 
them a lady from Verberie, who had never 
been present at any of our meetings. Our 
religious services are always well attended, 
and it is very encouraging that the persons 
who come are almost always the same. 
Some of them make perceptible progress. 
One woman, advanced in life, went to her 
curate, and asked him if he believed she 
would be saved. (‘The woman was a serious 
Catholic.) The priest replied that he did 
not know. Then she added — “ But do 
you think there isahell?” His reply was, 
“T cannot give you a positive answer.” 
Now she goes to the Holy Word, and there 
finds what her soul needs. 


Satan Overreaching Himself. On the 
26th of May I officiated at the funeral of 
the wife of one of our members at Cuire. 
She had been a worshipper with us for more 
than two years, but I do not think she had 
ever felt as she ought her guilt in the sight 
of God. Last year she made known to me 
her desire to be baptized. I advised her 
to wait. Her death was sudden; never- 
theless on her death-bed she was able to 
confess her sins and to rely on the merits 
of Jesus Christ. I doubt not that she has 
entered into the “ rest that remains for the 
people of God.” The day before her 
death, the priest came to see her. Know- 
ing that he would come again the next 
evening, I also went myself; for Iam not 
ignorant of their devices. A word extort- 
ed from a dying person, who is unconscious 
what he says, suffices them in the presence 
of witnesses to propagate the report that 
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he died in their religion. I ought here to 
say that her family, who are all Catholics, 
did every thing in their power to prevent 
her from dying a Protestant. But God 
defeated all their plans. She fell asleep, 
I firmly trust, in the bosom of Jesus. 

The priest and his followers, the great 
majority of them, at once used all the in- 
fluence they had with the authorities to 
prevent my officiating at the funeral, But 
the decision of the higher authorities was 
that we had as much right as the Catholics. 

From three to four hundred persons 
joined the procession. But as soon as | 
began to speak at the cemetery, the priest 
began to ring the bell, so that for forty 
minutes I had to speak at the top of my 
voice in order to be heard. Here again 
the prince of wickedness outwitted himself, 
for many Catholics were indignant at such 
a proceeding, and I hope it will result in 
good. Oh, may God vouchsafe to us a large 
measure of his Holy Spirit. 


Lerrer From Mr. Ferret, CoLPoRTEUR. 


Colporteur Labors. Lafere, July 22, 
1867.— My field of labor is very exten- 
sive; I have to visit from fifty to sixty 
communes. Most of those whom I address 
with the offers of the gospel, going from 
house to house, are indifferent or unbeliev- 
ing, and hence they despise and reject 
contemptuously the “ pearl of great price.” 
Some days therefore I return home, dis- 
tressed by the thought that I have not met 
a single person who gives attention to the 
word of God. At other times, however, | 
find persons who are desirous of instruc- 
tion and who wish to know the truth. 

About a hundred and seventy new houses 
are open to me; whenever I enter them I 
am sure of being heard with attention ; in 
many of these there are serious persons, in 
whom I have reason to hope God will ac- 
complish a saving work. 

Recently a woman whom I had already 
visited two or three times, and who had 
listened attentively, and her husband like- 
wise, to my remarks in regard to the sal- 
vation of the soul, told me that her hus- 
band had just died suddenly; but since 
our last conversation she had often heard 
him say in the middle of the night, ‘* Lord 
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Jesus, forgive my sins.” May we not hope 
that this prayer was heard ? ; 

Some time ago I saw a man enter one 
of our places of worship, who had heard 
me speak at a neighbor’s house where I 
had sold an Almanac; I saw him again 
several times afterwards. Some days after 
I had spoken of the good tidings of the 
gospel at his house, he accompanied me 
two miles and found it hard to leave me. 
“T beg you,” he said, “ do not forsake me. 
I want to know the truth.” His tears 
proved his sincerity. I believe he will 
seek and find, as God has promised. 

I not only have private conversations, 
but meetings also, many of which are nu- 
merously attended. Yesterday I went to 
hold two in a village where the gospel had 
not yet been preached. About a hundred 
persons came to hear me. They listened 
with great attention, and many lingered in 
the street to take me by the hand and beg 
me to come again. 

Since January 1, I have sold nineteen 
Bibles, eighty Testaments, three hundred 
Almanacs, and from 1,000 to 1,100 tracts. 

May God do his own work in this coun- 
try, and so bless the religious books which 
have been put in circulation, that the little 
family may become a thousand. 


Denmark. 


Letrer FROM Dr. WARREN. 
To Rev. J. N. Murdock, Home Secretary of the 
A. B. M. U. 

Copenhagen, Aug. 28, 1867. — Dear 
Brother, — Immediately after my last let- 
ter was finished, indeed, on that very even- 
ing, Aug. 23d, I bade farewell, for a short 
season at least, to our friends in Hamburg, 
and, in company with Mr. Koébner, set 
out for this city. It was nine o'clock, Pp. 
M., when we entered the cars, and a ride 
of from two to three hours brought us to 
the old town of Keil on the Baltic, cele- 
brated as the place where the combined 
fleets of the English and French rendez- 
voused in the late Crimean war. Here 


we took a steamer, and after a very smooth 
passage of six hours, found ourselves at 
Corsor, southwest corner of the island of 
Zealand, whence another ride of four hours 
by rail landed us where I now write. 
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By one like myself, passing over this 
route for the first time, many. objects are 
seen, out of which a readable paragraph 
might be formed ; but I must not be divert- 
ed in these letters from my one purpose 
of acquainting you with what I learn 
concerning the condition and prospects of 
the Baptist churches. 

The Baptists of Denmark are connect- 
ed with the German mission, and were 
represented by a good delegation at the 
late Conference in Hamburg, and might 
be supposed to have received their full 
share of attention in the account given of 
that meeting. Though mingling with the 
Germans, and as Christians one with them, 
they are not of them. Their nativity, their 
language, and many of their habits and 
customs are different; they have come 
forth under different influences, and their 
development in future is likely to have 
a cast of its own. These and other rea- 
sons induce me to give them a page by 
themselves. Though the entire population 
of the kingdom does not number over one 
million and a half, perhaps not so many, 
the Danes possess some noble elements of 
character, and it may please God that the 
few Christians among them bearing the 
Baptist name, shall contribute much to their 
elevation and power in time to come. “ A 
little leaven leaveneth the whole lump.” 


History of the Work in Denmark. The 
gospel was first preached by a Baptist 
minister among these people as early as 
1840. Indeed, we observe that a church, 
that of Aalborg, in the north part of the 
peninsula, was organized in that year, and 
another in the island of Langeland the 
same year, the one in Copenhagen being 
formed five years later, 1845. I am told, 
on how reliable authority I know not, that 
the movement commenced at Copenhagen, 
and all the churches have sprung more or 
less directly out of that, numbering now 
some seventeen or eighteen, with a mem- 
bership in all of full fifteen hundred. 
Many have, in these twenty-five years, 
gone to their home in the better land, 
while many more have emigrated to the 
United States. A single church in the 
country has sent off several small colonies 
at different times to Illinois, to Wisconsin, 
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and Jowa, one of them taking along the 
pastor himself, still living, and if I remem- 
ber rightly, preaching in the city of Chi- 
cago. Their loss has been our gain; the 
very little we have expended on the Bap- 
tists of Denmark has been more than 
given back to us in these Christian emi- 
grants, to say nothing of the many good 
wishes that come on our land from pious 
hearts left behind. Revival influences 
have from time to time been enjoyed, new 
interests opened, and churches organized, 
the last in 1865, and more than two thirds 
of the whole number since 1855; so that 
there is ground of hope for the future. 


Character of the Members. So far as I 
can see, the churches recognize their duty 
to spread the gospel in the regions around 
them, and, in some instances, there is a 
commendable spirit manifested in this di- 
rection. The points occupied by churches 
being scattered in all parts of the kingdom, 
afford many openings for missionary work, 
and, under suitable guidance, no doubt, 
with the blessing of God, other churches 
not a few would spring into life. From 
the verv beginning, the cause has lacked 
a wise, kind, and effective leadership. In- 
deed, some of the men who have been 
most prominent, and have for a season ex- 
erted most influence, have in the end 
proved to be unworthy of confidence. In 
this respect the movement in Denmark 
presents a very striking contrast with what 
we see in Germany on one side, and in 
Sweden on the other. 

The churches hold to the view of a plu- 
rality of elders or pastors; and so we find 
in some instances, two or three pastors 
with from two to eight licensed preachers. 
All these alike are men pursuing still the 
ordinary avocations of life, with limited 
degrees of intelligence, and more limited 
means of information. Some of them are 
men of good sense, taught by the Spirit, 
and able, to some extent, to teach others 
also; at the same time being wise and 


faithful shepherds of the flock. With others,- 


preaching is little more than a vain repe- 
tition of sounding words, with no addition 
of thought after the first few sentences. If 
they would be content to call it exhortation, 
and sit down at the end of five minutes, 
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they might do good. The membership of 
the country churches is scattered over a 
distance, in some instances, of fifteen or 
twenty miles square, and it is no uncom- 
mon thing to have public worship at half 
a dozen points on the Lord’s day. In 
time, we may hope, separate churches will 
be formed at all these points. In a few 
instances only have the churches furnished 
themselves with chapels, worship being held 
in the “ great room” of some of the well- 
to-do farmers. 

But I must tell you a little more in de- 
tail of some things I saw and heard. Rev. 
Mr. Kobner, for two years past only pas- 
tor of the church here, took me with him 
to meeting on Sunday morning, the 25th 
inst. We entered a hall, or saloon, as 
they call it, a place quite respectable in 
appearance, and sufliciently capacious and 
comfortable for the congregation assem- 
bled. In no respect would it be objection- 
able, except for the uses to which it is put 
on Sabbath evenings, and at other times 
— uses too vile to be named. The people 
were mostly in their seats, and by the 
time we were on the platform, a hundred 
and fifty were present; good, wholesome 
looking people, for the most part, in plain 
and simple attire, comparing not unfavor- 
ably with some congregations now to be 
seen in American cities, and very much 
like those to whom the Baptist fathers first 
preached in Boston, New York, and Phil- 
adelphia. In fact, I know, in all cases 
and in all places, the Baptists have had 
one and the same origin, the poor, for the 
most part, the poor. The people before 
me in that hall were made up of small shop- 
keepers, small mechanics, with their wives 
and children, day laborers, servant girls, 
and such like. Not a rich man in the 
church, not one in comfortable cireum- 
stances as we should judge, only one who 
owns the house he lives in; and that 
house is under mortgage. They all work 
hard from year’s end to year’s end, to sup- 
port themselves and their families; and 
yet they look well. 

Somehow I was at once drawn out 
towards them. In almost every face there 
was a wonderful expression of honesty and 
sincerity. Some of them wore an aspect 
of intelligence, indicating reading, thought, 
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reflection. My heart warmed the more 
towards them when they sang an Ameri- 
can melody, the first I had heard in Europe; 
and, when I marked their devout appear- 
ance in prayer, I was ready to preach to 
them, and, by the permission and assist- 
ance of the good pastor, I did preach. I 
announced my text in English, of course, 
and went on for five or seven minutes; 
then brother K6bner, who speaks both 
English and Danish, took up my thoughts 
and gave them the substance in their own 
language. So we went on, alternately, 
for more than an hour, much to my grati- 
fication, and I am proud to add, so much 
to the gratification of all concerned that a 
request came in for another sermon, which 
is to be given this, Wednesday, evening. 
It is an honor and a glory to even speak 
the words of gospel truth. To speak to a 
people struggling up through a superin- 
cumbent mass of churchism to a pure re- 
ligion, and a life of free thinking and free 
acting, was a double boon. I shall never 
cease to thank God for it. 


The Church in Copenhagen. Before 
Mr. Kébner came to Copenhagen, this 
church had for some time existed in two 
bands, both bleeding from self-inflicted 
wounds. Under his leadership they came 
together, and under the inspiration of his 
words and deeds, and the breath the Holy 
Spirit has given, they have united in an 
effort to erect a chapel. Already is the 
building covered in and approaching com- 
pletion — a good, substantial, thorough- 
ly-built structure (they build more thor- 
oughly over here than we do in Ameri- 
ca), well suited, I judge, in every respect, 
to the uses intended, and capable of ac- 
commodating four or five hundred people. 
It is located outside the old city, and a 
little away from the body of the people, 
which is of itself a matter of regret. But 
a lot inside of the “ramparts” could not 
be obtained for the total cost of land and 
building at this locality, some $10,000. 
The brethren will need, must have help, to 
carry the enterprise through, certainly 
$1,000 beyond the amount already appro- 
priated by the Executive Committee, 
which, I think, is $1,000. The object, in 
my judgment, is a most deserving one. 
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Even then a debt will remain on the prop- 
erty as heavy as the church can bear. 
Indeed, but for the liberality of one man, 
not a member, as yet, ‘of the church, but a 
Baptist, and disposed to identify himself 
with the cause in his native Copenhagen, 
the undertaking could not have gone as 
far as it has. His money and his credit 
have done much. It is enough to add that 
this brother formerly resided in California, 
and was baptized there by Mr. Rollinson 
some years ago. From Captain Koch and 
lady I received such attentions as will be 
ever held in grateful remembrance. ~*~ 

On Monday I took a trip with brother 
Kobner into the country. I had seen the 
Baptists of the city. I was very anxious 
to get an idea of the country Baptists by 
actual contact with them. We travelled 
seventy miles out and in, fifty by rail and 
twenty by carriage, filling the day from 
six o’clock in the morning till eleven at 
night, —a most. fatiguing but profitable 
day’s work. 


Results of Personal Observation. I re- 
turned to my lodgings, well paid in every 
respect for my labor. I had seen with 
my own eyes, heard with my own ears, 
and handled with my own hands, — a 
truly apostolic method of testing things. 
(See 1 John i. 1, 2.) I had seen these 
people in their own houses, in their chap- 
el, at the road side, in their fields at work. 
I had taken many of them by the hand 
and felt the pulsations of their hearts, had 
sat at their tables, eaten of their rye bread 
and drank of their milk, both of which are 
sweet and delicious. I had prayed with 
them, and heard them pray and sing. I 
had marked their mode of life and all that — 
pertains to their earthly existence, their 
homes, their furniture, their dress, their 
lands, their barns, cattle, horses, carriages, 
implements of husbandry, and modes of 
cultivation. I had seen their crops now 
standing, or in the process of being gath- 
ered in, and had noticed the men and wo- 
men, boys and girls, all at work together 
in the fields. I had seen the poor women 
gleaning in the wheat fields, which re- 
minded me, as did some other sights, of 
Scripture scenes. I had been charmed, 
in a ride by carriage of twenty miles, with 
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the most beautiful country these people 
live in, presenting the appearance of a 
rolling prairie, interspersed with lakes and 
forests, covered over thickly with houses 
for the peasants, with here and there a 
Lutheran church ora lord’s mansion. 
Trees everywhere skirt the roads, which 
are very fine, the principal ones being 
built at government expense. I had found 
that the cultivators of the soil are not the 
lords of the soil, as with us generally in 
America, but the land is held by the “ lords 
of the kingdom,” much as in England and 
in other parts of Europe. In a few in- 
stances the farmer owns the land he cul- 
tivates; in almost all cases the plan of 
leases prevails. Many are in poverty; 
more get a good living, and now and then 
one who is economical, industrious, and 
possessed of good business talents, accu- 
mulates property. Some such are found 
among the Baptists; I met one brother 
who owns a farm of more than one hun- 
dred acres. The soil, as a whole, is very 


rich, being a clay loam, and well suited to 
wheat, barley, oats, rye, and flax, all of 
which I saw in abundance; the crops be- 
ing remarkably fine, surpassing, in some 


instances, any thing I had ever seen in the 
United States. 

I must by no means forget to say that I 
saw the lake, a most charming sheet of 
water, where, as the pastor told us, more 
than five hundred persons had been bap- 
tized in the last twenty years. The church 
now numbers over two hundred and fifty, 
scattered nearly the entire distance we 
travelled by carriage. 

This survey showed me that Denmark 
is not Massachusetts or New York, nor are 
the Danes, in their habits and modes of 
living, Yankees. In general intelligence 
they are much below our people ; in all 
that goes to make up what we understand 
by character, they are not up to the 
American standard. And yet I saw many 
good men and women, persons of a good 
deal of mind and heart. You could see it 
in their faces, and read it in all their move- 
ments, as well as in all around them. 
Among them are not a few substantial, 
earnest Christians, who know what they 
believe, and stand fast to their convictions. 
The questions they asked about our gov- 
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ernment, the state of religion in our 
churches, the discipline we maintain, the 
proportion of our members who turn back 
again to the world, ete., etc., indicated a 
thoughtfulness which greatly pleased me. 
There is good ground of hope for the fu- 
ture of these people, especially if they can 
become owners of the soil, towards which 
there is a growing tendency. 

The Baptists of Denmark do not need 
for their proper development much money 
from America. They must live and grow 
out of their own resources. Some help 
they want, and this it is our duty to give 
them. As already stated, we ought to 
help the church in Copenhagen to pay for 
their chapel. It would also do a world of 
good to place within brother Kébner’s 
reach a limited sum of money, to enable 
him to gather around him during six or 
eight months of the year, a class of the 
younger preachers, that he might teach 
them the way of the Lord more perfectly. 
In these two directions should our offer- 
ings go for the present. 

J. G. WARREN, 
For. Sec. A. B. M. U. 


Germany. 


LeTreR FROM Mr. JosepH LENMANN. 


In the Magazine for November, 1867, p. 452, 
we had a description and the narrative of the 
dedication of the chapel in Hamburg from an 
American point of view. It will be interesting 
to the reader to see a more detailed account 
from the German standpoint. 


Dedication of the Chapel in Hamburg. 
Pilgrims from all parts of Germany and 
the neighboring countries came together 
with prayerful joy to the feast which the 
Lord had prepared for them in: Hamburg. 
And their prayers were heard in a literal 
as well as a spiritual sense. The light of 
the natural sun shone upon the new 
chapel with mild and cheering rays. The 
beautiful blue sky, which had been over- 
clouded for weeks, was clear again. It 
seemed like a proof of the Divine favor 
resting on the pious undertaking. Who 
can describe the influence of outward na- 
ture on the human soul? Every one re- 
garded with unfeigned pleasure the glori- 
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ous weather which opened on the first day 
of the feast, and continued till the close. 
God, who hears prayer in regard to little 
things, may well be acknowledged in this 
new and striking token of his faithfulness 
and love. 

But far more glorious was “ the light 
and truth ’ which shone during those days 
in a spiritual sense. It was truly affecting 
to look back to the time between the ded- 
ication of the first chapel in Hamburg in 
1847 and the present, and to contemplate 
all that the .Lord had done in the short 
space of twenty years through the instru- 
mentality of his unworthy servants. Mo- 
ments like those which flowed on this glo- 
rious Sabbath morning, — views like those 
which arose on these heights of deliver- 
ance, — how infinitely do they outweigh 
all the difficulties and trials of the way. 
Long, long will those who participated in 
the privileges of the glorious 11th of Au- 
gust, 1867, look back upon it with thanks- 
giving and praise. 


Description of the Chapel. Ata quarter 
before nine, A. M., I went to the new 
chapel, and found it already full, so that 
it was difficult to find a place. My atten- 
tion was first directed to the exterior. The 
chapel as a whole, made a very favorable 
impression on me, awakening the feeling 
that it was in harmony with the dignity of 
its character and use. Grace and dignity, 
simplicity and beauty, artistic skill and 
practical utility, were wonderfully com- 
bined. The chapel is built in simple and 
beautiful Gothic style, and is one of the 
handsomest structures in Hamburg. And 
beautiful it must be, and full of dignity 
also, and not merely simple, in order to 
correspond with the feelings of ardent 
gratitude with which thousands on both 
sides of the ovean regard the spot from 
which has gone forth so much good, both 
for time and eternity, and where they have 
now set a monument of that grace which 
has been glorified in them. The height 
of the chapel within is fifty feet. It is 
ninety-six feet long and forty-six feet 
wide. It is built of the best material, 
namely, a yellow brick, and the walls are 
not plastered, but finished in the rough. 
The ceiling is formed by beautiful arches, 
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between which on each side there are six 
narrow, graceful windows, whose clear, 
unstained panes are like a lovely mosaic. 
Above the ceiling there is a steep roof, 
the ridge-pole being one hundred feet high. 
In the end where the pulpit is situated 
there is a large window in beautiful Gothic 
style, and immediately below it a small gal- 
lery. On the opposite end, towards the 
street, there is a large circular window, 
and below it two small square windows. 
Here also is the large gallery, and beneath 
it the main entrance. In the middle of 
one side there is also another door, which 
is kept closed during divine service. On 
the end opposite the principal gallery there 
is a large platform, elevated but a single 
step, on which is the octagonal baptistery, 
and behind it, three steps higher, the pul- 
pit, twelve feet wide ; in the middle of this 
platform is a double chair, and a smaller 
one on either side, situated, in Gothie 
style, in niches in the rear wall. On each 
side of the pulpit, if it may be so called, 


‘are doors leading to the building in the 


rear, in which there are small rooms for 
the minister and for candidates for baptism, 
and in the basement rooms for other pur- 
poses, as the heating apparatus ; registers 
for admitting the heated air are placed in 
the aisles of the chapel. The seats are 
simple and convenient, furnishing room 
for nine hundred hearers, besides three 
hundred in the galleries, so that the entire 
chapel can accommodate about twelve 
hundred hearers. 

The exterior of the chapel is simple and 
dignified. It stands a little distance back 
from the street, and is protected by an 
iron fence. Over the principal entrance 
are the words, “ Soli Deo gloria.” — To 
God alone be the glory. 


Decorations of the Chapel. On the 
morning of the 11th of August the chapel 
was tastefully adorned. Outside, in front 
of the principal entrance, on the right 
hand waved the flag of Hamburg ; on the 
left that of the North German Confedera- 
tion. Still farther to the right were 
planted the stars and stripes of America, 
and to the left the banner of England. 
The interior was adorned with garlands 


and flowers, especially the principal gal- 
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lery, and the desk of the singing-master 
was encircled with German ivy. On the 
end wall, directly over the principal chair 
in the pulpit, the words were inscribed in 
silver letters on a blue ground —“ Pray 
without ceasing.” (1 Thess, v. 17.) Still 
higher and directly beneath the small gal- 
lery stood on white ground — “ He hath 
made his wonderful works to be remem- 
bered; the Lord is gracious and full of 
compassion.” (Ps. iii. 4.) On the right 
of the great window, in golden letters, on 
a green ground upon the wall was written, 
“O taste and see that the Lord is good ; 
blessed is the man that trusteth in Him.” 
(Ps. xxxiv. 9); and on the opposite side, 
“ Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits.” (Ps. ciii. 2.) The 
baptistery was adorned with pinks and or- 
ange flowers, and the pulpit with bouquets 
and garlands.! 

We took our seats, under the impression 
produced by these precious texts of God’s 
word and marks of the Divine favor. 
Notwithstanding the crowd in attendance, 
the chapel, thanks to its altitude, was 
comfortably cool. We had but a moment 
to collect our thoughts; for in a few mo- 


ments all eyes were directed to one of the 
doors near the pulpit, and Mr. Spurgeon, 
long sincerely loved and now at last seen 


with our eyes, entered. He was followed 
by several other friends from England and 
Scotland, some of whom were well known 
and very dear to us. Again the door 
opened, and the surviving leaders of the 
little band, which had now grown so large, 
appeared and took their places in the pul- 
pit. In the middle was the beloved pastor 
of the church in Hamburg, br. Oncken, 
and br. Kébner; on their right, br. G. 
W. Lehmann; on the left, br. Schauffler. 


The Dedicatory Services. The new 
chapel was then solemnly opened with the 
first service held in it, according to a print- 
ed programme. 

First, a hymn was sung by the choir of 
the Hamburg church, numbering _fifty- 
three members. The leader of the choir 
and some of the members are spiritual 
fruits of recent awakenings. 


1 The reader will of course understand that 
these mottoes were in German. 
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Mr. Kobner read Psalm cxlvii. and the 
church sung Luther’s Hymn — 

“Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott,” 
testifying not only to the stable foundation 
of their faith, but also to their fellowship 
with all the reformed evangelical churches 
in Christendom. 

Prayer was then offered by br. G. W. 
Lehmann, the oldest fellow-laborer of the 
founder of the churches in Germany. In 
the prayer there was an allusion to the 
little room in which the church of Ham- 
burg first met, as contrasted with “ this 
splendid house and this great assembly.” 
Very earnest was the petition for br. 
Oncken — “ May his shoes be iron and 
brass, and as his age, so may his strength 
be.” England and America were not for- 
gotten, nor the city of Hamburg, which 
the speaker referred to as “the place of 
my birth.” 

After this there was a second Scripture 
reading. Br. Bues read Ps, exviii, 15-29. 
Then the choir performed an anthem, 
composed for the occasion by br. Braun ; 
theme, Psalm Ixxxiv. 1-5. Then br. 
Schauffler prayed, and the congregation 
sang. The Lord revealed Himself during 
the devotions of the morning. Br. Oncken 
then offered prayer again, alluding with 
gratitude to the fact that no accident had 
occurred to any one of the builders during 
the construction’ of the chapel. 


The Discourse by Mr. Oncken. 


In his discourse which followed, Mr. Oncken 
spoke of the fact that representatives were pres- 
ent from every part of Germany, including more 
than a hundred preachers of the gospel. There 
were also brethren present from Poland, Russia, 
Austria, Denmark, Holland, France, England, 
Scotland, and two from the United States. He 
announced as his subject, the design of this new 
house of God. 1. That Christ may be glorified. 
2..That Christians may be confirmed and estab- 
lished. 3. That sinners may be won to Christ. 
Under the third head, br. O. remarked, that of 
the 250,000 inhabitants of Hamburg, including 
Altoona, only about 4,500 attend the Lutheran 
worship. “In many of the pulpits a living 
Christ is never preached, and the number of 
witnesses to the truth is proportionally small.” 
He then proceeded as follows: — 


In England, in the year 1819, God 
brought me to the knowledge of His truth. 
I entered soon after, in 1823, into the 
service of an English Missionary Society. 
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The beginning was small, and small were 
the means at our command. I began my 
work in a house in Hamburg, in the sec- 
ond story. Assoon as it was noised abroad 
that an Englishman was preaching, perse- 
cution commenced. The meetings were 
prohibited, and then began a gloomy chap- 
ter in our history. For twenty long years 
the enemy persecuted us from one corner 
of the city to another. During all this 
time we were obliged to preach the gos- 
pel behind closed doors. I grieve to say 
that the Lutheran clergy were the chief 
inciters of this persecution. But one 
man was an exception. I still keep in 
grateful remembrance the image of this 
man, pastor Rautenberg, my valued friend 
and brother, who has long since passed 
into eternity, who always strove to defend 
me with all the power at his command. 
But all the efforts of the enemy did not 
avail to hinder the gospel. It went for- 
ward with irresistible power. A stronger 
than the strong man armed is with us ; it 
is Jesus Christ; and He must keep the 
field. All our victories we ascribe to His 
almighty grace. We are filled with won- 
der in view of the great things the Lord 
has done for us. 

I will not pass by in silence God’s mer- 
ciful guidance, which brought the church 
in this city into connection with our dear 
brethren in America. It was my acquaint- 
ance with Professor Sears which led to our 
relations to the American Baptist Mission- 
ary Union, which still continue, and for 
which we have so much cause to be grateful. 
The dear English brethren have also come 
to our help, and have done nobly for us. 
In enjoying the glorious things which have 
come to us in the past, and which the fu- 
ture may bring, never may we forget our 
obligations to our English and American 
brethren. . 

Twenty years ago, we rejoiced when w 
were forced to meet in a narrow room, 
with closed doors. Very often the ex- 
pression was heard regarding me, “ The 
rogue deserves the tallest gallows.” But 
to-day the Lord brings us to honor. Let 
us acknowledge it and show ourselves 
worthy of it. 

The forenoon service was concluded with 
singing and the benediction. 


Mission to Sweden: — Letter from Mr. Wiberg. 


29 


PMlission to Sweden. 
Letrer From Mr. WIBERG. 


The Good Work Advancing. Stock- 
holm, July 4, 1867. — I send herewith ex- 
tracts of reports of our evangelists and 
preachers, from which it will be seen that 
the Lord is still greatly blessing our work. 
But these extracts do not tell all that the 
Lord is doing for us, as He is signally 
blessing even other brethren connected 
with our mission, though not supported by 
the Missionary Union. A brother by the 
name of Malm has labored with great suc- 
cess in the middle of Sweden, at the large 
village of Motala and its vicinity, where 
heretofore there has been great hostility 
to the Baptists, and more than a hundred 
have been converted through his instru- 
mentality .since the month of February 
last. On Whitsunday, June 9th, eighteen 
were baptized at Motala, and on the fol- 
lowing Sunday, four, About a week ago 
I visited the Baptist church at Karsta, 
twenty-four miles north of Stockholm. 
This church numbers about seventy mem- 
bers. It sustains a week-day school num- 
bering sixty-five children, where all are 
instructed free of charge, and besides, a 
children’s home, where ten small children 
are supported. A work of grace has been 
going on among the children since last 
winter. In their Sunday-school I num- 
bered forty scholars. Having heard that 
a number of them had of late been con- 
verted, I asked those children who had 
experienced peace in believing since last 
Christmas to rise, and, out of the forty 
children, fifteen rose to signify that they 
were born again, ‘This work of grace, I 
believe, is under God owing principally to 
the labors of that excellent school teacher, 
a sister by the name of Christina Johnson. 

Here in Stockholm, the work is pro- 
gressing. Sinners continue to be convert- 
ed and added to the church. On the 30th 
of May I baptized eleven, and last Sunday, 
June 30, eight were baptized. 


The Theological Seminary. Our Theo- 
logical Seminary closed its first year at 
the end of last May. Monday and Tues- 
day, June 3 and 4, we had our an: ual ex- 
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amination with the students. They have 
made good progress. During a few weeks 
of the last term I took part in giving in- 
struction in theology. 

Last week, I also visited, in company 
with brother Nystrom, the church at 
Gefle, a hundred miles north of Stockholm. 
This church is in a good state of spiritual- 
ity, but in want of a good preacher and 
meeting-house. They are now renting a 
room, seating about three hundred persons, 
which has formerly been used as a danc- 
ing saloon, and is now also used as a court 
room; but in about a year heuce they 
will be compelled to give it up. After 
that, they do not know where to assemble, 
as there seems to be no possibility for them 
to rent another room suitable for holding 
meetings. Gefle is an important place, 
numbering 13,000 inhabitants, and it is 
very important for our cause to have a 
strong church and a good place of worship 
there. But the members are all poor, and 
can do next to nothing towards erecting a 
house of worship. 

This morning I am about to start for 
Sundsvall, 250 miles north of Stockholm, 
in company with br. Broady. I intend 
to visit the churches in the province of 
Medelpad, Jemtland, Helsingland, and 
Dalecarlia, and shall probably be absent 
from Stockholm some two months. Br. 
Edgren has gone to the island of Gotland 
to preach, and intends to remain there 
four weeks. The students, too, are all out 
on the mission field. 


Reports OF CoLPorTEuRs. 
Progress of the Revival in Sweden. 


Mr. Wiberg communicates a letter from br. 
Ola Hanson, who has been laboring in Skane, 
south of Sweden, and has been blessed in his 
work in a most remarkable manner. Since the 
last account published from him, a continual 
shower of blessings has accompanied his labors. 
Some time since he wrote: — 

I have held four meetings at Wenestad, 
and baptized one. The presence of the 
Lord Jesus was felt powerfully among us. 
There was a great awakening. ‘The peo- 
ple cried aloud and confessed their sins, 
and some received peace in believing, and 
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were enabled to praise the Lord for his 
great mercy. On the following day, I had 
again a happy season. Many wept over 
their sins, and five professed to have found 
peace in believing. After this I went to 
Ulistorp and preached there. ne soul 
received peace in believing. The next 
day about 300 were assembled. The 
Spirit of the Lord was powerfully felt. 
Many were awakened, and some were en- 
abled to believe that the blood of Jesus 
had cleansed them from their sins. There 
seemed to be. not one present who was not 
affected by the word, 

Two days later, I preached again at 
Wenestad. About 800 were assembled. 
Some were awakened, and some were en- 
abled to believe in the Lamb of God. The 
next day I preached in the morning at the 
same place. Many were assembled, and 
the word spoken was accompanied with 
power. ‘The people cried aloud for mercy, 
and some received peace in_ believing. 
The same day I travelled to Nyrup and 
preached. 


Of his labors in Skane, Mr. Hanson says, — 


I wish to give you some information of 
what the Lord has wrought. The Lord 
has caused the wind of his Spirit to blow 
powerfully here in Skane. It seems as if 
all hearts were willing to receive the seed 
of the word. Many of the greatest ene- 
mies of Jesus and his people have been 
laid low at the feet of Jesus. 

I preached two or three days succes- 
sively at Wenestad to a large gathering. 
Many were awakened, and the weep- 
ing and sobbing were so loud that I had 
to stop preaching. 


His successful labors directed the eyes of the 
magistrates towards Mr. Hanson, and a consta- 
ble came for the purpose of putting him in 
prison, but he went free that evening. But 
two days later he writes: — 

I was brought as a prisoner to the con- 
stable, and from there to the parish priest, 
who was very severe. From there I was 
brought to the district sergeant, who set 
me free. I held meetings in the evening 
at which many were present, and many 
were awakened and cried aloud for mercy. 
The next day I was brought again to the 
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district sergeant to answer to charges 
brought against me. I was examined and 
again set at liberty, 


Revival in the South of Sweden. 


At a subsequent date br. Hanson writes, — 

I will now give a short account of the 
work of the Lord in the south of Sweden. 
The work continues steadily to go forward, 
and souls are born into the kingdom con- 
stantly. Scvarcely a day passes but some 
soul is brought from darkness to light, and 
sometimes several in one day. I hold two 
meetings every day, which are attended 
by great crowds. The Lord is opening 
doors which heretofore have been barred 
against us. And it now seems as if the 
Lord would again build up the waste 
places of Zion. The churches are increased 
in numbers constantly. In three months 
I have baptized seventy in this region, and 
there are indications of a still larger in- 
gathering. But my greatest source of grief 
is the thought of having to leave this re- 
gion. Especially so, from the fact that the 
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churches in Skane have suffered so much 
loss for the want of under-shepherds and 
teachers. Most of the churches have 
no pastor. Hence, the churches in gen- 
eral are in a low state. I have visited 
churches that have not had preaching for 
three or four months. There is a great 
hungering and thirsting to hear the 
preached word. It is truly wonderful to 
see the work of the Lord here. There are 
whole parishes where there is not a family 
but some in it are inquiring after the way 
of salvation, and sometimes I have to spend 
both night and day in conversing with 
anxious souls. 


Mr. Wiberg writes, with regard to the labors 
of this brother — “ We have received several let- 
ters from eye-witnesses, which testify to the ex- 
traordinary revivals resulting from his preach- 
ing. Thus br. Nils Olsson, writes, ‘The Lord 
has for some time abundantly blessed the labors 
of br. Ola Hanson, owning them in a wonder- 
ful manner. Wherever he has been, his labors 
have been crowned with fruits; and many new 
doors have been opened. The people stream in 
great masses to hear him.’” 
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MAINE, 

Thomaston, 2d ch., W. C. Burgess, tr., 

80; Warren, Ladies’ For. Miss. Soc., 

Eliza Richardson, tr., 12; $42 00 
Penobscot Asso., J. C. W hite, tr., Ban- 

gor, lst ch.,75; Hodgdon, ch. 60; 

Kenduskeag, ch., 4.75; ‘Hampden, 

lst ch., 18.10 ; Bangor, 2d ch., 83.69 ; 

Sab. sch. 50; Bangor, Ist ch., Fe- 

male Miss. Soc. , 33.00 ; East Corinth, 

ch., Miss. Soc., 5; Charleston, ch., 

5.50 ; Lincoln, Central ch., 20.25 } 

Old Town, ch., 20; Amity and No. 

Amity, ch., 10 ; Ludlow, 5; Little- 

ton, 7; Orient, John Collier, Senr., 

50 cts.; West Hampden, ch., 2} 

Houlton, ch., 25; Stetson, ch., 6; 

Charleston, Mrs. Fulson, 

Bangor, Ist ch., Mrs. Susan R. Clark, 

bequest, 25; estate of D. Herrick, 3; "400 89—442 89 


NEW HAMPSHIRE. 
Mason Village, ch 10 00 
VERMONT. 
50 00 


Fairfax, ch. 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Somerville, Ist ch., tow. sup. of nat. 
pr., care of Re v. J. N. Cushing, 
Toungoo, Burmah, 20 ; Cambridge, 
Lyman Tiffany , 100; 
Ist ch., W. Nixon, tr., 66; Marsh- 
field, No. ch., 10; Boston, Union 
Temple Miss. Sab. -sch., Miss Tay- 
lor’s class, 6). cts. ; Reading, Salem 
st. ch. and soc., R. c. 


Totten, tr. 
18; Chelmsford, Central ch. 


, Ladies’ 


Bur. sch. 80C., Miriam Warren, tr., 
20; Hyde Park, a friend, sewing- 
machine, 50; Sharon, Mrs. Mary EK. 
Parkhurst, to const. Dea. Alexander 
Edwards, Hf. L. M., 100; =, 
St. ch., Young Ladies’ 


, Soc., Sarah H. Hay, tr., to const. 
| Rev. John 8. Holmes, H. L. M., 75 
| . of wh. is for sup. of nat. pr., care 
Rev. E. O. Stevens, Prome, Burmab, 
and 25 tow. sup. of Rey. W. M. Lisle, 
Bangkok, Siam, 100 ; 
ch. , Ladies’ Miss. Circle, Mrs. O. 

Pierce, tr., 87.06; 
5; Jamaica Plain, ch., J. B. Wether- 
bee, tr., 610; Boston, Miss Hannah 
Wood, 1.50; Miss Ann Covell, 50 ets. ; 
East Brookfield, ch., 2.25; Sharon, 
estate of Roxy Pettee, 10; Hyde a. 


ch., 10.50 ; 42 
Millers River Asso., West Royalston, 
Jotham Pierce, 
Boston South Asso., Needham, ch., 
| Miss Jennie G. Avery, 5 00-1,221 42 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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RIODE ISLAND. 
Providence, lst ch., Young Ladies’ 
Miss. Asso., Miss A. A. I. Douglass, 


tr., tow. sup. of child for one year, 
care Miss Fielde, Bangkok, Siam, 27 
CONNECTICUT, 
New Haven, Ist ch., Sub.-seh., 
Swedish Mission, 60 00 


NEW YORK. 
Chestertown, ch., Sab.-sch., 1.50; Roch- 
ester, 8S. H. Phinney, tow. sup. of 
nat. pr., Moung See Dee, care Rev. 
M. H. Bixby, Burmah, 10; 


Palmyra, Miss A. Ford, 3; 14 50 
Coll. per Rev. O. Dodge, Dist. Sec., 

Duchess Asso., Armenia ch., 117. 50; 

Jumes Ketcham, 5; Stanford, ist 

ch., 16; Stanford, 2d ch., 380; Pine 

Plains, ch., 17; North Kast, ch., 26; 

Rev. A. ©. ‘Lyon and wife, 10; Ra 50 


Monroe Asso., Greece, ch. , 26.50 ; Pe 
field, ch. , bal., 1; 


Sara! 

New York Asso., Port Richmond, 8. 
Island, 

Hudson River So. Asso., New York, 
16th ch., tow. sup. of laborer, under 
care of Mrs. Van Meter, Bassein, 
Burmah, 100; Yonkers ,eh., 273.78 ; 
Yonkers, ch., ‘Sab.-seh., tow. sup. of 
nat. pr., care Rey. Mr. Kreyer, Hang- 
chau, China, 60 5 

Erie Asso., Forestville, ch., 9; Leon 


Ventre, ch.,5; Perrysburgh,ch.,2; 16 00 
Essex and Champlain Asso., tr. of Asso. 34 03 


Hudson River Central Asso., Tarry- 
town, ch., in part, 
Washington Union Asso., Whitehall 
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toga Asso., James Kassan, - 25 00 
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from Mr. and Mrs. A. B. Ogden 
D. Ogden, Z. Lewis, and C. W. Wor. 
goner, 5 each, 33.39; Galva, ch., 28; 
Monmouth, ch., 10; Ontario, ch., of 
wh. 10 is fr. Rev. ©. C. Moore, tow. 
sup. of Rev. E. P. Scott, Nowgong, 


Assam, 19.20; 95 55 
Illinois River Asso., Neponset, ch., 4; 

Toulon, ch., 5. 55; 9 55 
Mackinaw Asso., Delavan, ch., 58.60; 

Green Valley, ch. , 8.25; 66 85 
McLean Asso., Bloomington, ch., 120 00 


Ottawa Asso., ‘Berean, ch., 8.70; Buda, 
ch., 19.20; La Moille, ch., "$7.60; 
Mendota, ch., Sab.-sch., tow. sup. 
of nat. pr., care Kev. 1. J. Stoddard, 


‘ch., in part, ” 60 65—932 96 Gowahati, Assam, 50; 


NEW JERSEY. 
Coll. per Rev. J. V. Ambler, Dist. Sec., 
West New Jersey Asso., Pittsgrove, 
ch., 20.56; ch., 10.80 ; 
Mullica Hill, ch., 23.55 
Trenton Asso., Trenton, "Central ch., 
14.67; Orient, ch., 13.86; 


Sussex Asso., Schooley’ 8 Mountain, 3 00 


Coll. per Rev. 0. Dodge, Dist. Sec., 
East New Jersey Asso., Bergen, ch., 


Rock River Axsso., Freeport, ch., bal. 
of sup. of nat. pr among the Garos, 
care Rev. M. Bronson, Nowgong, 
Assam, and bal. to const. Rev. A 
W. Towsey, H. L. M., 50 00 
Salem Asso., Carthage, ch., of wh. fr. 
Rey. A. and Mrs. Gross, N. Cutler, 
and J. W. Cheney, 5 each, 29; Ma- 
comb, ch., of wh. 5 is fr. M. ‘I’. Wins- 
low, 16; Plymouth, ch., Rev. 8. Os- 


in part, 70 00—156 44! born, 5; Raritan, ch., of wh. 5 is fr. 


PENNSYLVANIA. 
Johnestown, Welch ch., 7; East Smith- 
field, — -» to const. Rev. E. M. Aiden 
H. L. M » 100.04 5 Philadelphia, Mrs. 
C. A. 
Coll. per hoe. J. Vv. Ambler, Dist. Sec., 
Centre Asso., Johnstown, ch., 


50 
Beaver Asso., New Castle, ch., bal., 5 25 


Pittsburgh Asso., McKees Port, ch., 
9.20; Sab.-sch., 2.40; Peters’ Creek, 


ch., Sab.-sch., 7; Elizabeth, Wm. 

Peun Union Sab.-sch. -» 1-50; 26 10 
Tioga Asso., bal., 6 50 
French Creek Asso. , Erie, German ch., 6 50 
Oil Creek Asso., Cherry ‘Tree, ch. 4 06 


Philadelphia Asso., Philadelphia, Ist 
German ch., Sab.-sch., 14.34; Phila- 
delphia, 2d ch., 41.50; Passyunk, 


J. Voorhees, 25 ; Roseville, ch., 8.50; 
Union, ch., tow. sup. of Rev. KE. P. 
Scott, Assam, 16.85; 100 85—724 06 
IOWA. 
Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., 
Cedar Valley Asso., Waverly, ch., 
Sab.-sch., 
Davenport Asso., Zion, ch., Ettie Staf- 
ford and two of Mrs. Mary Stafford’s 
class in Hoosick Ridge Sab.-sch., 1 25 
Keokuk Asso., Keokuk, Ist ch., tow. 
sup. of Rev. I. J. Stoddard, Gowa- 
hati, Assam, of wh. 50 cts. is fr. 
Frank A. Westover, and 25 cts. fr. 
Hattie A. and J. Charlies Westover, 
each, 31.40; Denmark, ch., Sab. 
sch., tow. sup. of Kotoo, nat. pr., 
care Rev. E. A. Stevens, Rangoon, 


5 00 


ch., 5.82; Great Valley, ch., bal. 3; Burmah, 20; 51 40 
Downington, J. Guie, 10; Colegrove, Linn Asso., Marion, ch., 2 00—-59 65 
N. Roberts, 4 78 66 MICHIGAN, 
Ten Mile Asso., Mt. Herman, ch., 5 00—289 61 | Coll. per Rey. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., 
DELAWARE. Kalamazoo Asso., Kalamazoo, Ist ch., 98 42 
Wilmington, H. Link, 500 | Michigan Asso. St. Clair, ch., 70 
OHIO. Shiawassa Asso. , Lansing, Rev. T. W. 
Marion, Mrs. Cuscaden, to be expended Merrill, 100 00—182 12 
under care of Rev. Wm. Ashmore, MINNESOTA. 
Swatow, China, Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., 
Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, Dist. Sec., Minnesota Asso., Belle Plain, ch., Le- 
Miami Asso., Cincinnati, 2d ch., 5; land H. Munger, 80 cts. ; ‘St. Paul, , 
Cincinnati, Ninth st. ch., 262; 267 00 ist ch., Mrs. Drake and Miss F. Mc- 
Huron Asso., Sandusky, ch., 17 00 Clury, 5 each, 10 10 30 
Lorain Asso., Henry Norton, 100 ’ MISSOURI. 
Cleveland Asso., Erie st. ch., 250; Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., 
Richfield, ch., Sab.-sch., 10; 260 00—570 00 | Sedalia Asso. , Independence, ch., 500 
INDIANA. WISCONSIN, 
Coll. per Rev. G. H. Brigham, Dist. Sec., Coll. per Rev. 8. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., 
Flat Rock Asso., Flat Rock, ch., Lake Shore Asso. , Racine, Danish ch., 430 
Sab.-sch., 7; Greenburgh, KE.’ Edk- OREGON. 
ins, 90 cts. ; 7 90 Eugene City, t.5 19 00 
White Lick Asso., coil. at Asso., 4.15; DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA. 
Green Castle, ch., Sab.-sch., tow. Washington, Teachers and Students of 
sup. of boy in Rev. E. P. Scott’s Wayland Seminary, 200 
Mikir Sch., Nowgong, Assam, to be 3 CANADA. 
named R. M. Parks, 16.85; 20 00 Friends, 500, in gold, ‘I. 8. Shenston, tr., 696 85 
Brownstown Asso., Bethel, ch., 1; conan 
Morris, Rev. E. Jones, 3; Seymour, $5,463 60 
ch., 13; LEGACIES. 
Long Run Asso. , J. L. Thiebaud, 10; East Smithfield, Penn., 8. Farwell, per 
a friend, 10 cts. ; ; 10 10-—55 00 Saml. Niles, in part, 7 
ILLINOIS. | Granville, 0., Lucy Dunlap, D. H. Cur- 
Coll. per Rev. S. M. Osgood, Dist. Sec., | tis, Exr., per R. Parsons, 50; less 
Chicago Asso., Elgin, ch., Sab.-sch., 28 95 | gov. tax, 3, 
Edwardsville Asso. , Upper Alton, ch., Wilmington, Del., Jonathan Pierson, 
Sab.-sch., 11 00 per Rev. Jas. 8. Dickerson, 
Fox River Asso., Bristol, ch., 8.06; Pa- North Lansing, Tompkins Co., N. Y., 
vilion, ch., 7.40 ; Plainfield, ch., tow. Miss Esther Folks, per J. 8. Backus, 
sup. of Shwa Ate, nat. pr., care of D. D., 85 00—252 00 
Rey. D. L. Brayton, Rangoon, Bur- ae 
mah, 20; Kanke akee, ch., 35.96 ; So- $5,715 60 
monauk,.ch., 10; 81 41 


Galesburgh Asso., Berwick, ch., of wh. 


me from April 1 to November 30, 1867, $53, 
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